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The extreme right space is fast changing and complex. 
What risks does it pose? What draws people to such 
extremism? How does it cultivate violence and even 
terrorism? What can be done to tackle it? 


SE tthenecmss 
Northampton 


e 90-minute introductory sessions providing an overview 
of the extreme right, their symbols and their rhetoric. 
Ideal for vetting teams or public-facing roles. 


° pesca workshops exploring the extreme rignt with 
expert facilitators, giving a deeper understanding of the 
British and International extreme right. Ideal for work 
engaging with the Prevent Agenda. 


¢ Bespoke training, working with you to design material 
that fits the needs of your organisation - whether focus 
on specific groups, regions or aspects, or different styles 
of delivery. 


For more details, or to discuss your needs, please 
contact Prof Paul Jackson 
paul.jackson@northampton.ac.uk 


or Dr Daniel Jones: (rer aD Teaching | 
daniel.jones@northampton.ac.uk Framework 
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Good news, but we must be vigilant 


s we relish the reckoning the far right is facing in 
the US courts, we note the warning from our US 
correspondent that, while arrests and charges 
are welcome, they do not place a nail in the coffin 
of the movements from which the individuals 
charged have come. That fake news propagandist Alex Jones 
has been ordered to pay vast sums to the victims of the Sandy 
Hook school shootings ten years after the event is welcome in 
showing that those responsible for spreading content online 
that fuels misinformation and hatred of people will be held 
to account. We note that Jones’ involvement in the 6 January 
attacks is yet to be addressed. 
Also reassuring is that the attempted kidnap of Michigan 
Governor Gretchen Whitmer was prevented, with the plotters 
arrested and brought to justice. Plans to 


stage a coup in Germany, organised with Jde ntifying those involved in 


the involvement of the Reichsbiirger 


As a movement, we cannot ignore these repeated street 
mobilisations. Identifying those involved in stirring up 
violence and hatred, and understanding which networks are 
being used to mobilise people to act at a local level, is crucial. 
At Searchlight, we are also digesting the long-awaited 
Independent Review of Prevent report. One of the main 
conclusions William Shawcross arrives at is that, because 
more of those being referred to Prevent are at risk of being 
radicalised by extreme right-wing (ERW) ideology rather 
than extreme Islam (Islamism), the definition of ERW must 
have been too broad and that of ‘Islamism’ too narrow. 
This reasoning is dangerous and facile. The fact is that, at 
present, far-right terrorism does genuinely pose the greater 
danger as the cases that appear regularly before the courts 
confirm. Any shift in policy should 
be based on hard evidence, not on 
manipulating definitions. 


group among others, was also stopped stirring up violence and hatre d, The government’s response, from 


with well co-ordinated arrests across 
Germany, while in Brazil the widely 


almost ‘allowed’ to go ahead, as if it were 


unstoppable. mobilise people, is crucial 


Here, in the UK, we also saw the plot 
to disrupt infrastructure foiled in advance, when it became 
clear that far-right conspiracy theorist Oliver Lewin had 
begun putting plans in place to attack telephone, television 
and radio masts in the West Midlands. The fact that Daniel 
Harris received a stiffer sentence for his far-right videos was 
based on the acknowledgement that online content can — and 
indeed did — inspire others to act. 

As we go to print, we are seeing a worrying surge of 
far-right activity in the UK, with Britain First hitting the 
campaign trail early in Dartford and Patriotic Alternative 
ramping up attacks on hotels housing asylum-seekers. We 
do not want to see the violence that erupted in Knowsley, 
Liverpool, on 10 February repeated. Patriotic Alternative is 
attempting to distance itself from the events that unfolded 
under cover of darkness, which saw petrol bombs thrown 
and a police vehicle set alight, but it was certainly involved in 
whipping up anti-migrant sentiment in the area. Thankfully, 
those living in the hotel were spared an all-out attack. 
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and understanding which 
predicted 8 January attack seemed to be networks are being used to 


Home Secretary Suella Braverman, 
accepts all 34 of the report’s 
recommendations. However, after 
stating that the ‘threat from terrorism 
is becoming more diverse’, she 
concludes that ‘Islamist terrorism 
remains our primary and deadliest threat’. Patriotic 
Alternative is identified as one of the groups the government 
considers to ‘publicly demonstrate behaviours that oppose the 
values and principles that underpin our society’. 

Braverman did publicly condemn the ‘appalling disorder’ in 
Knowsley, stating that the ‘alleged behaviour of some asylum- 
seekers is no excuse for violence and intimidation’. But 
Braverman’s inflammatory language, describing a migrant 
‘invasion’ on our south coast only the day after the fascist 
Andrew Leak had petrol-bombed a migrant holding centre 
in Dover, and stating that we should ‘stop pretending that 
they are all refugees in distress’ because ‘some of them are 
members of criminal gangs’, have without doubt contributed 
to the climate that led to the Knowsley riot. The Home 
Secretary’s refusal to withdraw these statements, even when 
challenged to do so by a Holocaust survivor, is shameful. @ 


Dr Gerry Gable, editor 
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Reports round-up 


Edited by Gerry Gable 


Dover migrant centre bomber 
was known racist ex-gangster 


By Joe Hill 


ndrew Leak, the far right 
A activist who petrol bombed a 

migrant reception centre in 
Dover before taking his own life, was 
also a former member of a notorious 
gang of South London armed robbers. 

At the end of October Leak drove 
up to a migrant assessment centre in 
Dover and hurled three petrol bombs, 
injuring two people. He then drove 
off to a nearby petrol station where he 
committed suicide. 

Leak, 66, had a long pedigree as a 
right-wing extremist; his social media 
posts revealed him to be a supporter 
of Tommy Robinson and were stuffed 
with material, including far-right 
conspiracy theories, from groups 
such as New World Order, Traditional 
Britain Group, and Turning Point UK. 

But Searchlight’s investigations 
have revealed another side to the man, 
involving serious criminality. 

A source close to Leak’s family, 
who asked not to be named, told 
Searchlight that in his younger days, 
Leak belonged to a robbery gang 
involved in a notorious shoot-out with 


police in Woolwich, south London, in 
November 1987. 
Other members of the gang raided 


‘the local Bejam supermarket at 


gunpoint, stealing over £10,00 in 
wages that had just been delivered by 
Securicor. They made off, but when 
they tried to swap getaway cars, they 
were ambushed by armed Flying 
Squad officers who had been tipped off 
by an informant. 

In an exchange of shots, one robber, 
Tony Ash, was killed and two others, 
Ronnie Easterbrook and Gary Wilson, 
were wounded. A police officer was 
also wounded, shot by Easterbrook. 
Easterbrook’s case became something 
of a cause célébre: he is the only 
person ever sentenced to a whole-life 
prison term for a charge less than 
murder. After a series of hunger 
strikes he died in Gartree Prison in 
2009, his death officially recorded as 
‘self-inflicted’. 

Because of his past, Leak’s family 
now believe that he was ‘taken out’ 
by police in Dover. According to 
Searchlight’s source, ‘He had a bit of 
a murky background, let’s say. He was 
an ex-gangster and the Old Bill have 


been after him and his brothers for 
years. The police killed members of 
their people before, their mates, they 
shot them, in Woolwich and all that.’ 

Leak was not on the Bejam robbery 
in 1987, but according to Searchlight’s 
source, he had been on others. “They 
were a crew, a gang. They're well 
known around Woolwich.’ 

There is, in fact, no evidence to 
support the claim that Leak was killed 
by police. 

Leak is believed to have been under 
severe mental health pressures at 
the time of the Dover attack. He had 
recently lost his son and, according 
to Searchlight’s source, had been 
diagnosed with terminal cancer. 

‘He was by no means a racist. He 
hated the government. There was no 
excuse for what he did but who knows 
what was going on in his head.’ 

In fact, Leak’s racist right-wing 
views are well documented. He was 
obsessed with allegations about 
Asian grooming gangs and only three 
months earlier had tweeted that 
‘Tommy Robinson is trending because 
he was right about Grooming/Rape/ 
Pedophile gangs in Telford’. 


Far-right video maker who inspired killers gets 11 years 


DANIEL HARRIS, 19, of Derbyshire, 
was sentenced to 11-and-a-half years 

for online content that was said to 

have inspired two far-right killers in the 
USA. Harris had made ‘slickly produced’ 
professional videos that incited 

racial violence. 

Harris had made some of the videos 
when aged between 17 and 18 years. He 
continued creating videos after being 
referred to the Channel programme. 
While appearing to be engaging with the 
de-radicalisation programme, he made 
a further video praising Thomas Mair, 
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who had been convicted for the murder 
of Jo Cox MP. 

Harris was successfully charged with 
five counts of ‘encouraging terrorism’, 
as well the charge of having a 3D printer 
he had used to attempt to build a semi- 
automatic gun. 

There was proof that, in the USA, the 
killers Payton Gendron and Anderson 
Lee Aldrich had viewed Harris's videos. 
Gendron, 19, went on to carry out a 
racially motivated attack in New York 
in May 2022, which left 10 people dead. 
Aldrich, 22, carried out a mass shooting 


in a gay bar in Colorado in November 
2022, killing five people and injuring 
17 others. 

Sentencing Harris, Judge Field KC 
noted that with his online content Harris 
had intended to create a following and 
inspire others to act, and that he had 
succeeded in inspiring others to take the 
lives of others. 

Harris had failed to print a weapon 
using the 3D printer, but had he not 
been arrested and charged he could have 
well have gone on to carry out terrorist 
atrocities himself. 
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Paltry turnout for protest against pop-up workshop at Tate 


their protest from the original site planned. protesters away from the steps of the Tate 
When other PA supporters and assorted to enable the PA protest to take place. 
others who were protesting against the The protestors numbered 50 at most 
pop-up workshop Drag Queen Story Hour and included among their ranks was 
at Tate Britain arrived, they boldly mingled conspiracy theorist Piers Corbyn. 
with the counter-protesters. 
Some PA members found themselves 
on the ground and the police realised Alliance protest (above left) were 
that they would need to separate the two outnumbered by the Stand Up to Racism 
groups. Police numbers were increased so counter-demonstrators (right) outside the 
they could move the anti-fascist counter- Tate Britain 


violence at the Suites Hotel in Liverpool 
on the evening of 10 February, Patriotic 
Alliance (PA) was more than happy to be 
centre stage and on full show outside 
the Tate Britain on a bright, but cold 
Saturday morning. 

Those who arrived early were greeted 
by the sight of about 150 anti-fascist 
counter-protesters who gathered from 
10am, forcing the PA contingent to switch 


The few who turned up for the Patriotic 


Family flees Birmingham home after racist attacks 


A WOMAN and her five children, aged 
between 8 and 14 years, experienced 
repeated anti-social incidents since 
moving to the Acocks Green area in 
Birmingham. This included having her 
door kicked in the middle of the night, 
her bin being thrown into the canal and 
dog excrement being thrown at the door. 
On 16 January 2023, the family home 
was targeted again, with racist graffiti 
painted across an outside wall, window, 
door, back gate and a paving stone, 
prompting the woman to report this 
to the police. Birmingham City Council 
was also informed because she asked 
for the graffiti to be removed, which 
the council finally said it would do on 
20 January. 
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However, before the graffiti could 
be removed the family faced a further 
attack, with a window being broken. The 
council offered the family alternative 
accommodation, but this was described 
as ‘temporary’. Whether they would feel 
safe returning to the original property 
when no perpetrators appear to have 
been found is questionable. 

Supportive messages were posted by 
the public after articles about the case 
were published on the Birmingham Mail 
website, which stated that surely there 
had to be CCTV footage from nearby 
shops or neighbours’ security cameras. 

The perpetrators were branded as 
‘racist cowards scaring kids’ and one 
person noted that some effort had been 


made in planning the attack, as red and 
white paint had been used to paint a S 
George’s Cross. 

Stand Up to Racism Birmingham 
had a stall in Acocks Green on 28 
January, where they handed out a 
leaflet condemning the attacks, stating 
that ‘Racists were not welcome in 
Acocks Green’, noting a rise in racially 
motivated hate crimes in recent years 
and calling for people to ‘stand together 
for unity against hate’. 

West Midlands Police released a 
statement that they had been called 
about the incident on 17 January and 
stated that the investigation was ongoing. 
It is not clear to date what action they 
have taken to identify the perpetrators. 
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Lifetime Achievement Award for 
Searchlight editor Gerry Gable 


Searchlight editor, Dr Gerry Gable, was adamant that he should not be 
receiving the award when No2H8Crime contacted him to say that he was 


being nominated. 


Gerry has been a supporter of these awards from their inception and 
it was unfortunate that, having attended all the previous ceremonies, he 
was unable to attend on the night he was honoured with The Esther and 
Edwin Shuker Lifetime Achievement Award in November 2022. 

The award is presented to someone who has ‘created long-term 
change working and campaigning against discrimination and hate crimes’. 
Their work has to involve ‘many years of dedicated commitment to 
monitoring or challenging, hatred intolerance and prejudice’. 

The judges paid tribute in particular to the work done by Searchlight, 
which Gerry founded with Maurice Ludmer in 1975, which has ever since 
continued to expose and campaign against fascism, racism and the 


extreme right. 


Andy Bell, who has been associated with Searchlight from its early days 
was happy to receive the award on Gerry’s behalf on the night. 


Toxic influencer 
Andrew Tate’s links 
to the far right 


GETTING ARRESTED and being under 
suspicion of rape and human trafficking 
has seemingly failed to have lessened 
the influence of misogynist social media 
pundit Andrew Tate, whose videos on 
TikTok have racked up 11 billion views. 
Tate’s links with key figures on the far 
right have not been a large part of the 
reporting of his arrest. He has referred to 
Tommy Robinson as a ‘solid guy’, which 
could be put down to the fact that they 
both hail from Luton; however, that does 
not explain his association with US ‘alt- 
right’ activist Jack Posobiec, and others. 
In the UK, concerns have been 
raised about the extent that his ‘toxic 
masculinity’ has resonated with so many 
young men. In schools, some incidents 
of misogynist comments directed at 
female staff and pupils have been 
serious enough to warrant a significant 
number of referrals to Prevent. (The 
programme’s latest statistics have now 
introduced a specific category of ‘incel’.) 
His lawyer Tina Glandian has stated 
that being a ‘controversial public figure’ 
is not a ‘crime’. 
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Britain First launches 
Dartford election campaign 


By Trevor Fisher 


BRITAIN FIRST has launched the first 
of its election campaigns, with party 
leader, Paul Golding, along with Nick 
Scanlon, standing in Dartford in the 
local elections in May. 

They have been delivering leaflets 
in the town since early January, with 
a focus on their ‘target ward’. 

Local Conservative MP Gareth 
Johnson and local Labour councillors 
have publicly stated that Britain First 
does not represent the views of the 
people of Dartford. Stand Up to Racism 
will be campaigning locally to expose 
them. Britain First policies include 
deporting all ‘illegal’ immigrants 
and restoring capital punishment for 
‘paedophiles, terrorists and murderers’. 

Britain First re-registered as a 
political party in September 2021 
after being de-registered, not because 
of any of their activities or published 
materials, but purely because it failed 
to renew registration. 

The party has been busy standing 


candidates and trying to raise its 
profile again through actions in local 
communities, continuing its campaign 
to target hotels that are being used to 
house migrants. 

Britain First released videos of 
its members inside the Bromsgrove 
Hotel near Birmingham, knocking 
on residents’ doors, in August 2020. 
Since then any hotel used to house 
migrants has become a potential target 
for the party’s protests and harassment 
of residents. 

Britain First is likely to stand 
many more candidates. There were 
suspicions that there was going to be 
a private meeting on 7 February to 
select a candidate in Southampton. 
However, whether the meeting took 
place or not is not clear: an email sent 
to Britain First supporters announced 
that there was no candidate as yet in 
Southampton. 

Stand Up to Racism Southampton 
held a peaceful rally in Guildhall 
Square to protest against the meeting, 
attended by hundreds of people. 
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Muskin a muddle over 
extremist Twitter users 


Elon Musk, who was posing the 

question of whether the platform’s 
users wanted him to stay or go. Many 
users began to question if they too should 
remain on a platform that had allowed 
Donald Trump and far-right toxic tweeters 
such as Nick Fuentes and Andrew 
Tate, the latter detained in Romania on 
allegations of rape and human trafficking, 
to rejoin Twitter. 

Trump received what was expected 
to be a ‘permanent exclusion’ from 
Twitter in January 2021, to prevent him 
‘inciting further violence’ after the 6 
January attack on the US Capitol. Tate 
had been banned for 5 years before 
Musk’s takeover. 

Musk has repeatedly used Twitter polls 
to ‘guide’ his decision-making, including 
the move to reinstate Trump’s account 
after a poll gave the narrowest of margins 
— 51% — to the ‘yes’ camp. Musk took 
two days to consider the result, before 
announcing that he would honour the 
poll, signing his tweet with ‘Vox Populi, 
Vox Dei’ (the voice of the people is the 
voice of God) 

There were reports that some users 
then ‘flooded’ Twitter with racist, anti- 
Semitic and homophobic posts to test the 
new boss’s commitment to ‘free speech’, 
forcing Musk to show there were limits 
to what would be allowed. He announced 
a ‘content moderation council’ which, he 
said, would also consider readmissions for 
those previously banned from Twitter. 

However, he quickly switched tactic, 
suggesting that there could be a model 
that involved the same council creating 
different strands on the platform, with 
users choosing which version they wanted 
to access. He described his approach 
as allowing ‘freedom of speech, but not 
freedom of reach’, meaning that, while 
hate speech, for example, would not be 
actively promoted or boosted, users would 
be able to seek out such content. 

Britain First, banned by Twitter in 2017 
for violating its ‘hate speech rules’ after 
posting anti-Muslim videos, was among 


| t was not only Twitter’s new owner, 
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the many who set up new accounts to test 
the waters as soon as Musk took over. 

On 28 October 2022, the day after 
Musk had parted with $44 billion to buy 
Twitter, Britain First celebrated its first 
posts back on Twitter. The platform’s 
structure means that previously banned 
users who now set up new accounts 
are flagged up; it appears that some 
restrictions were imposed on the Britain 
First account, but subsequently removed. 
Britain First’s leader, Paul Golding, who 
has been charged with offences under the 
Terrorism Act, said: ‘We are glad to be 
back on the platform as a registered, full 
UK political party. 

Twitter did act decisively to re-suspend 
white supremacist Fuentes a day after 
his account was reinstated and he 
immediately went on to tweet anti- 
Semitic comments. Fuentes took to 
Telegram to ask his followers to call for his 
reinstatement to Twitter. 

It is concerning that, following Musk’s 
takeover and the reversal of a number of 
supposed lifetime bans, Facebook and 
Instagram felt the need to reconsider what 
they claim is the public’s right to hear 
the views of, for example, Trump. Meta’s 
president for Global Affairs Nick Clegg 
was placed in the position of defending 
Meta’s decision on Trump, asserting 
that social media was about ‘free debate 
and open flow of ideas’. He stated: ‘As 
a general rule, we don’t want to get in 
the way of open, public and democratic 
debate ... especially in the context of 
elections in democratic societies like the 
United States.’ 

Another issue for anyone wishing to 
leave Twitter or Facebook is that there 
are no well-established alternatives. The 
right has a number of choices, notably, 
Telegram. Ahead of Musk’s takeover 
many set up accounts on a platform called 
Mastodon, but inevitably the lure of the 
mass reach of Twitter and Facebook 
means that most people will remain on 
these established platforms, whether 
or not extremists are permitted to 
set up accounts. 


Playwright David 
Edgar honoured by 
Writers’ Guild 


SEARCHLIGHT EXTENDS heartfelt 
congratulations to our friend, David 

Edgar, on receiving the much deserved 
Outstanding Contribution Award from The 
Writers’ Guild of Great Britain. 

David is not just a wonderful 
playwright, he has also been a staunch 
supporter of Searchlight since its launch in 
1975. In the early years, he was a regular 
contributor, writing the “What Their 
Papers Say’ section and many features on 
the British far right, the US new right and 
other issues. Destiny, his play about the 
National Front, was broadcast on the BBC 
in 1978. Beautifully written and politically 
spot on, it also boasts an all-star cast. 

David received the award in February 
not only for his own work and successful 
productions of well-known works, but 
also for championing new writers. He was 
instrumental in setting up the Writers’ 
Guild’s New Play Commission Scheme, 
launched in 2022 in response to the 
decline in new commissions due to the 
pandemic. It has enabled 18 writers to be 
commissioned to write new plays. 

On receiving the award David said: 

‘T believe that every professional writer 
should be a member of the Writers’ Guild, 
and I’ve been one for 40 years. It’s a huge 
privilege to be honoured by my union for 
my work as an activist and as a playwright.’ 


David Edgar's 1978 play Destiny, a BBC 
Play for Today, can be viewed at https://m. 
youtube.com/watch?v=nZxETRXlu7Y 
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Patriotic Alternative targets migrant 
hotel accommodation across UK 


otels used to house migrants 
H have become an easy target 

for protests by Patriotic 
Alternative (PA) and other far-right 
groups. The Democratic Football 
Lads Alliance Facebook page recently 
boasted a list of 350 hotels, calling on 
people to name others and noting that 
there may be ‘minor errors’ in the list. 

PA is organising actions outside 
these hotels in various locations, 
but anti-racist groups have been 
ensuring that there is a counter-protest 
whenever this happens. It is important 
not simply to show opposition to the 
far right, but also to ensure that there is 
visible solidarity with migrants. 

A solidarity event was organised by 
Cannock Chase Welcomes Refugees in 
Cannock town centre on 4 February, 
with the group actively urging people 
to bring donations of clothing and 
other items for migrants housed locally, 
in addition to their placards. About 
60 people took part, gaining positive 
responses from passersby, some of 
whom wrote ‘welcome cards’ and others 
donated items. 

The racist march that had prompted 
the action materialised with around 
a dozen PA participants. When they 
began to approach the Cannock Chase 


Welcomes Refugees supporters’ rally 
at the Clock Tower, the police formed 
a line between the two groups, which 
resulted in the PA marchers rolling up 
their banner and leaving the square. 

The following day, 5 February, saw 
PA activity in Erskine in Scotland, 
outside the Muthu Glasgow River 
Hotel on the outskirts of the city. PA 
managed to mobilise 70-80 protestors, 
but around 150 counter-demonstrators 
outnumbered them roughly two to one. 

PA had piggybacked on the Erskine 
against Asylum Hotel protest, led by 
local Derek Stitt. Stitt had initially 
distanced himself from PA, setting up 
a separate local protest the previous 
day, with about 30 locals demonstrating 
against the use of the hotel. However, 
it appears that Stitt subsequently 
called on locals to join the protest 
on 5 February, where he was then 
seen himself. 

The counter-demonstration had 
good trade union support with banners 
and flags from public sector unions 
PCS, Unite and Unison. Locals also 
joined the counter-protestors, with 
some expressing concern that other 
locals had joined the PA rally. One 
banner read: ‘Erskine needs funding, 
not fascists.’ 


Advance notice for a protest outside 
a hotel in Liverpool on 10 February 
had allowed for an organised counter- 
demonstration, but the 100 counter- 
protestors or so who gathered at 
the Suites Hotel in Knowsley were 
outnumbered 4:1. 

An estimated 450 PA supporters 
gathered at one of the first protests to 
take place at night, when it became 
evident that those present were intent 
on violence rather than protesting 
peacefully about the use of hotels to 
house asylum-seekers. 

That the protestors were more 
numerous and were prepared to resort 
to violence was no doubt fuelled by 
a social media post about an ‘alleged 
incident’. Whatever the truth or 
otherwise of this allegation, it served 
to inflame hostility against all the 
residents in the Suites Hotel ahead of 
the Friday night protest. 

The presence of fireworks and 
petrol bombs demonstrates that the 
protestors had come prepared, and 
it is only through luck that they were 
stopped from entering the hotel. PA 
has distanced itself from the violence at 
Knowsley. 

See also Knowsley caption story on 
facing page. 


XX 
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43 Group honoured with plaque at secret HQ 


SEARCHLIGHT |S delighted to mark the 
unveiling of a plaque to commemorate 
the 43 Group in the heart of London's 
West End in Panton Street, where the 
group had its secret HQ. 

In 1946, 38 Jewish ex-servicemen 
and five women met at the Maccabi 
club in Hampstead, pledging to fight 
the resurgence of the fascist Oswald 
Mosley and his Blackshirts, which the 
43 did until 1950. In the 1960s, the 
group reformed as the 62 Group from 
which Searchlight evolved. 


Celebrity hair stylist Vidal Sassoon 
was one of its better known members, 
and its many supporters included 
entertainer Bud Flanagan. 

The 43 Group gained intelligence 
from spies it had inside the British 
Fascist Party about upcoming events, 
enabling them to disrupt these. 

Thanks go to Martin Sugarman, 
archivist of AJEX (Association of Jewish 
Ex-Servicemen and Women), for 
ensuring the role of the 43 Group in 
fighting fascism will not be forgotten. 
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Knowsley hotel protest 
ends with 15 arrests 


A violent protest outside the Suites Hotel in Knowsley, 
Liverpool, on 10 February led to the arrest of 13 men 

and two women, aged between 13 and 54 years. Some 
protesters came armed with fireworks and petrol bombs, 
and a police van was set on fire. 

Jarad Skeete, 19, was charged with ‘violent disorder’ and 
‘assault by beating’ of an emergency worker. The remainder 
were bailed pending further police inquiries. Skeete 
appeared at Wirral Magistrates’ Court and was remanded 
in custody until he appears in Crown Court on 13 March. 

The hotel was being targeted by far-right protesters 
because it is being used to house asylum-seekers. 

The violence witnessed in Knowsley has been 
condemned widely by politicians and by groups supporting 
refugees, who warn that there is a risk that other planned 
protests could also escalate. 

Anti-racists in Liverpool convened a public meeting 
on 18 February to bring people together in the aftermath 
of Knowsley. Asylum-seekers have spoken of their fear 
at watching the protest from inside the Suites Hotel and 
hearing the chanting of protesters. 


Man jailed for planning terror attacks 


A CONSPIRACY THEORIST who was 
planning attacks on the M1 motorway, 
as well as on telephone, television 
and radio masts, as part of a plan to 
bring down the government, has been 
sentenced to six-and-half years in jail. 

Oliver Lewin, 38, was arrested in 
August 2021 and charged under the 
Terrorism Act. On arrest, he claimed that 
he was merely a ‘fantasist’ and that he 
had no intention of carrying out any of 
the complex plans he had made. 

The prosecution showed that he 
had gone to some lengths to carry out 
‘reconnaissance’, taking numerous 
photographs of locations for possible 
attacks in the weeks before his arrest. 
The court was told that he had even 
started digging a hideout in woods near 
his home in order to ‘escape detection’. 

Lewin, who had worked with a small 
company that installed and maintained 
radio masts, had purchased tools and 
equipment to carry out his plans, which 
included attacking radio masts. His plan 
to disrupt the M1 included damaging a 
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water culvert under the motorway, which 
was near to his home address. 

The prosecution was able to show 
through his online activity that he had 
joined groups and sought to recruit 
others to his cause. Lewin was said to 
have been ‘highly suspicious’ of the 
Covid-19 vaccination programme, 
believing that ‘white people across 
Europe were being systematically killed 
by the vaccine’. 

In her opening statement, Annabel 
Darlow KC for the prosecution said that 
Lewin believed the UK government ‘was 
dominated by a Jewish elite who took 
orders from Israel. He was shown to 
have the aim to ‘topple’ the government. 
The few targets he had identified in 
his immediate area were obviously 
not enough to ‘topple’ a government,. 
However, he was in the process of 
writing a manual on how to carry out 
similar attacks to infrastructure, entitled 
‘Civilian Resistance Operations Manual’. 

Lewin had used Telegram to 
communicate with others, joining ‘The 


Resistance UK’ group on the platform, 
using the name Crouching Hedgehog. 
One of his posts read: “We are at war 
people, make no mistake.’ 

Unknown to Lewin, two undercover 
officers were talking to him online, so 
when he began posting that he was 
planning to carry out the attacks in 
September 2021 he was swiftly arrested. 

Lewin’s disillusionment with the 
government, his activity online and the 
active planning of attacks reportedly 
took place within a short time frame in 
the summer of 2021. The speed with 
which his disillusionment escalated 
to action is of concern. Had his online 
activity not been picked up so quickly, 
Lewin may well have undertaken the 
attacks in September 2021. 

Lewin had the means and the 
knowledge to carry out his plans. He is 
not the only one to have planned such 
attacks on infrastructure. In 2020, 
there were attacks on 5G masts, the 
first of which coincided with the first 
Covid-19 lockdown. 
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he Ministry of Justice 
(MoJ) is in denial over 
the activities of a violent 
anti-Muslim gang operating 
in some of Britain’s most 
secure prisons. Despite conceding a 
recent court case which established 
a litany of racist attacks by the gang, 
calling itself Death Before Dishonour, 
and collusion by some prison staff, 
the MoJ told Searchlight that it was 
‘not a live issue’ and could offer no 
information about the gang’s activities. 

Death Before Dishonour is 
concentrated in Close Supervision 
Centres (CSCs), which house prisoners 
viewed as highly dangerous, and boasts 
among its members Charles Bronson, 
one of the most notoriously violent 
inmates in the prison system. 

The gang first came to public 
attention briefly in 2016, with media 
reports that a security briefing had been 
sent to prison governors warning them 
of the group’s emergence and advising 
that it was recruiting particularly in the 
CSCs as an anti-Muslim group in an 
environment where Muslim prisoners 
are disproportionately represented. 

But the gang’s activities are described 
in considerable detail in a recently 
concluded, but unpublished, legal 
action brought by Kevan Thakrar, a 
Muslim prisoner who has spent some 12 
years in the CSC system and who won 
his case that he had been systematically 
threatened and attacked by members 
of Death Before Dishonour and that the 
MoJ had failed to protect him. 

Thakrar is no angel. In 2007, he 
and his brother were jailed for three 
murders that were carried out in the 
course of a drugs transaction that went 
wrong. Although his brother actually 
did the shooting, Thakrar was convicted 
on the basis of joint enterprise, and 
received a life sentence with a minimum 
term of 35 years. Of mixed Scottish and 
Indian heritage, he became a practising 
Muslim after his imprisonment. 

Thakrar earned the undying enmity 
of some with the prison service in 2011 
when he faced trial in Newcastle for 
the attempted murder of three prison 
officers. He had lashed out at them with 
a broken bottle, injuring all three. One 
was said to have almost lost an arm. 

Thakrar’s defence was that after a 
long series of assaults by racist prison 
staff he was fearful for his own safety 
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Ministry in 


denial over 
violent racist 


prison gang 


Searchlight has learnt that a violent anti-Muslim gang, Death Before 
Dishonour, is operating in Britain's secure prisons, but its activities 
are not being taken seriously. Andy Bell and Cathy Pound report 


and lashed out in a pre-emptive 

attack. The jury, having heard lengthy 
evidence of his experiences in prison, 
accepted his defence and acquitted 
him of all charges. The verdict was 
publicly attacked by the governor of 
the prison at the time, and prison staff. 
After that, Thakrar was moved into the 
CSC system. 


Threats 

The Death Before Dishonour attacks 
started in 2015 when he was moved 
from Full Sutton prison to Wakefield. 
The Wakefield CSC already housed 
Charles Bronson and other Death 
Before Dishonour members. Bronson 
was well known for his antipathy to 
ethnic minority prisoners and especially 
Muslims. 

What started as a campaign of 
threats and harassment progressed 
to assaults and attacks where liquids, 
including urine, were thrown at 
Thakrar. His lawyers wrote to the 
prison authorities but nothing was done 
and the harassment continued over 
many months. 

In November 2016, Bronson 
threatened Thakrar that he was going 
to get him. The next day, when Thakrar 
was walking past the gym, Bronson 
emptied a bottle of faeces and urine 


over him. Prison officers had done 
nothing to stop Bronson taking the 
bottle to the gym. 

Bronson revels in the reputation 
of being one of the most violent, 
dangerous prisoners in a British jail. His 
real name is Michael Peterson, which he 
changed to Bronson after the American 
film actor in 1987, when he was released 
from prison and was embarking on a 
career as a bare knuckle boxer. 

His freedom was short — the 
following year he was jailed again, 
this time for armed robbery. More 
recently he changed name again, to 
Charles Salvador, as a ‘tribute’ to the 
artist Salvador Dali, as he tried to 
establish a reputation for himself as an 
artist. Bronson has spent many years 
in segregation and taken hostages 
in prisons on several occasions. His 
‘celebrity’ resulted in a feature film 
about his life, with Tom Hardy in the 
starring role. 

After the attack on Thakrar, Bronson 
was brought up on a charge before the 
prison governor, but the hearing was 
conducted without Thakrar present 
and Bronson was found not guilty. 

Only one month later another Death 
Before Dishonour member, Douglas 
Gary Vinter, said to have been one of 
the gang’s founders, threatened Thakrar 
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and spat on him in the presence of some 
15 prison officers, yet still nothing was 
done. 

A move to Woodhill prison CSC in 
2017 did nothing to stop the threats and 
harassment, and Thakrar’s solicitors 
were forced again to write to the prison 
authorities complaining about his 
treatment. This led, in August 2017, 
to an admission from the Ministry of 
Justice that he was indeed being racially 
harassed and to the conviction of 
another prisoner for abusing him. 

After a couple more moves, Thakrar 
ended up in Long Lartin in early 2018. 
Vinter was also there and continued 
to threaten and abuse him, telling him 
that the gang would get him at the first 
opportunity. On one occasion, a Death 
Before Dishonour member was allowed 
to use a shower room next to the visitor 
area and shouted threats and abuse at 
members of Thakrar’s family. 

The attacks reached a climax in Full 
Sutton prison to which Thakrar was 
moved in September 2019. First, he 
was attacked by a prisoner linked to 
Death Before Dishonour, who assaulted 
him with a metal flask of hot water. 
Then, in December, he was stabbed 
three times by prisoner Kevin McCarthy 
who shouted ‘Die, die, die’, as he 
attacked him. 


GBH 

McCarthy’s name had been included 

on a list of alleged gang members 
previously sent to the Full Sutton prison 
authorities by Thakrar’s solicitors. 
McCarthy subsequently pleaded guilty 
to causing grievous bodily harm and 
was sentenced to a further two years’ 
imprisonment. 

Thakrar sued the MoJ and the case 
was concluded in November, with the 
MoJ offering no defence. The judge 
ruled that the ministry had ‘failed 
to protect [Thakrar] from racist and 
religiously motivated abuse and assaults 
from other prisoners in the ... Close 
Supervision Centre and segregation 
units including at HMP Woodhill, HMP 
Wakefield, HMP Whitemoor, HMP Full 
Sutton and HMP Belmarsh between 
March 2012 and December 2019 and 
failed to properly investigate the same’. 

Yet, when Searchlight approached 
the MoJ for information about Death 
Before Dishonour in January, we were 
told that this was ‘not currently a live 
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Injuries inflicted 
on Kevan Thakrar 
(above) by staff at 
Frankland Prison; 

the notoriously 

dangerous 
Charles Bronson 
(right) from the 
anti-Muslim 
Death Before 
Dishonour gang 


issue’ and that there was no further 
assistance they could offer us. 

The Prison Officers’ Association, 
some of whose members were accused 
of colluding with the gang in attacks on 
Thakrar, also pleaded ignorance. ‘This is 
not something we are aware of, it said, 
referring us back to the MoJ. It would 
appear that the activities of Death 
Before Dishonour are still not being 


investigated, or even taken seriously. 
Bronson, one of Thakrar’s main 

persecutors, is currently applying 

for parole, which will be considered 

at a public hearing in March. It will 

be interesting to see whether his 

campaign against Thakrar — and his 

involvement in Death Before Dishonour 

— will be considered a ‘live issue’ by the 

Parole Board. 
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ore than two years 
after a Trump-inspired 
mob invaded Capitol 
Hill to stop the 


presidency to the duly elected Democrat 
Joe Biden, the legal proceedings are just 
now drawing to a close. On 6 January 
2021, under the patently false banner 

of ‘Stop the Steal,’ several thousand 
Make America Great Again nationalists 
listened in the park to a speech by 
outgoing President Donald Trump, 
marched over to Capitol Hill, and then 
literally broke into Congress, many 
wielding guns and other weapons. 

To date, 948 individuals have been 
arrested on ‘obstruction of Congress’ 
and other charges. Some claimed to be 
motivated by God, others pleaded guilty 
and genuinely repented. Yet others have 
not yet reached court. The Republican 
Party too has more than its fair share 
of people who continue to claim the 
presidential election was stolen. 

The leaderships of both the Oath 
Keepers and the Proud Boys have been 
charged with seditious conspiracy for 
their role in leading the mob on the 
ground. The trials of 11 Oath Keepers 
were broken into two groups, for the 
convenience of the overwhelmed federal 
courts. The trial of five Proud Boys is 
continuing as Searchlight goes to press. 

The seditious conspiracy trial 
against the first group of Oath Keepers 
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In the first conviction of its kind against white supremacists, 
many of the group's leaders were found guilty of seditious 
conspiracy. These verdicts will certainly lose the group its 
lawful kudos, suggests Leonard Zeskind 


ended in a mixed decision: the Justice 
Department won two counts of guilty 

for seditious conspiracy against Oath 
Keepers boss Stewart Rhodes and his 
Florida state chapter captain Kelly 
Meggs. Found not guilty of these charges 
were Oath Keepers Kenneth Harrelson, 
Jessica Watkins and Thomas Caldwell. 

All five were, however, found guilty 
of ‘obstructing an official proceeding’. 
But just Watkins, from Ohio, and Meggs 
were convicted of ‘conspiracy to obs@fuct 
an official proceeding’. Meggs, Harrelson 
and Watkins were also found guilty of 
conspiracy to prevent an officer from 
discharging any duties. Only Watkins 
was found guilty of civil disorder, 
and aiding and abetting. The other 
four were found guilty of tampering 
with documents. 

In the second trial, four of the six 
defendants were convicted of seditious 
conspiracy. These were Roberto 
Minuta, an Oath Keeper from New 
Jersey, Joseph Hackett, an Oath Keeper 
recruiter from Florida, David Moerschel 
also from Florida, and Edward Vallejo, 


an Arizonan who was a member of a 
‘quick response team’, who had stayed 
in a Virginia hotel during the Capitol 
riot. All four were also convicted of 
‘obstructing Congress’. The remaining 
two, Brian Ulrich from Georgia and 
Joshua James from Alabama, pleaded 
guilty to seditious conspiracy charges 
in April 2022. 

No one has been sentenced yet, but 
all are likely to face significant jail time. 
This was the first time ever that the 
Justice Department won a jury case 
against far-right white supremacists for 
seditious conspiracy. 

A third group of eight Oath Keepers is 
scheduled to go to trial in February, but 
in their cases the charges do not include 
seditious conspiracy. 


The 
recruiting those with law enforcement or 
military experience. It was incorporated 
in March 2009, soon after President 
Obama took office. Although the group 
conducted militia-like paramilitary 
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training sessions, it served mainly as 
a bridge between militias and other 
organisations on the far right. In 
particular, in those founding years, it 
tied the newly minted Tea Party with 
others on the far right. 

The chain of command led to Rhodes 
at the top. It had a board of directors, 
which included Richard Mack, the one- 
time Arizona sheriff who now spends his 
time spreading Posse Comitatus - like 
hornswoggle wrapped in a Constitution- 
like blanket. The Oath Keepers grew to 
include 38,000 members, according 
to the organisation known as the 
Distributed Denial of Secrets (DDoS), 
which collected data from the group’s 
various social media platforms. 

In addition to burrowing itself deep 
into mainstream institutions, it spread 
its wings over much of the gun rights 
and militia universe. The National 
Rifle Association (NRA) added an Oath 
Keepers’ member, Donald Bradway, to 
its board of directors in August 2021. 
Indeed, 70 Oath Keepers’ members 
are NRA-certified firearms instructors, 
according to Rolling Stone magazine. 
The Anti-Defamation League (ADL) 
found that there were 373 Oath Keepers 
active in law enforcement, 117 who were 
active military members and 81 who 
were public officials or running for office 
in 2020. 

What will happen to these 
individuals? A few may decide their self- 
possessed conservatism has led them 
into an outfit whose leadership was 
anything but lawful and wanted change, 
not conservation. More might go over to 
organisations such as the Constitutional 
Sheriffs and Police Officers Association, 
in an attempt to maintain the facade 
of constitutional obligation. Others 
might go to one of the many explicitly 
white nationalist shops. The end result 
will likely be a growth and further 
radicalisation of the white world. 

The combination of these four 
trials, plus the arrest of more than 900 
individuals from the 6 January 2021 
attack are having an impact on the far- 
right movement. Unlike the men and 
women of the Militia of Montana in the 
1990s, they did not ostensibly join an 
alternative universe where there was no 
Fourteenth Amendment, and everyone 
understood that the Confederacy had 
been right. Oath Keepers members 
joined an organisation with definable 
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ties to the mainstream. It was a logical 
next step for them to follow Trump 
wherever he led. Without Trump, the 
Oath Keepers may have stayed afloat, 
but the organisation would not have 
gone anywhere. 

Now the Oath Keepers, and the many 
who grew up on the far-right flank 
of respectability, will have a greatly 
damaged veneer, with an unelectable 
presidential candidate and seditious 
conspiracy hung around its neck. These 
individuals will not disappear — they will 
continue to grow as more average white 
people believe their time of dominance 
has passed. 


Past failures 

During the Second World War, the 
Justice Department went after Nazi 
sympathisers and isolationists. But the 
sedition charges were dropped in 1943. 
The next year, with a badly constructed 
Smith Act that did not require any overt 
acts for conviction, 30 people were 
charged with seditious conspiracy. First 
the Roosevelt and then the Truman 
Administration let all the charges drop. 
No Nazi was ever convicted. 

In 1988, the Reagan Justice 
Department tried again. It rounded up 
14 white supremacists from among the 
violent edge of the movement. The all- 
white jury was picked with less care than 
the judge would have taken in bringing 
to trial an interstate auto theft ring. The 
US Attorney paraded a group of broken 
down white supremacists as witnesses. 
James Ellison told how he had been 
appointed ‘King James’ of the Ozarks. 
Glenn Miller, once head of the North 
Carolina-based White Patriot Party, 
was useless. 

All 14 white supremacists were 
found not guilty. One of the jurors soon 
married one of the former defendants. A 


Now the Oath Keepers, and the 
many who grew up on the far- 
right flank of respectability, will 
have a greatly damaged veneer 


second juror expressed agreement with 
some of the defendants’ actions. A third 
told journalists she admired one of the 
defendants on trial. Ellison went to live 
at an Identity camp in Oklahoma. And, 
in 2014, Miller murdered three non- 
Jewish people while shooting up Jewish 
community sites in the Kansas City area. 
He died in prison in 2021. 


Proud Boys on trial 
On 19 December 2022, a trial for 
Proud Boys members Enrique Tarrio, 
Ethan Nordean, Joseph Biggs, Zachary 
Rehl and Dominic Pezzola began in 
Washington, DC. It took 10 days to seat 
a jury, indicating that there are few 
people in the area who have not made 
up their minds about this organisation. 
The trial has also been harder fought 
than those of any of the Oath Keepers. 
The Proud Boys were formed in 
2016 and have grown quickly, an 
all-male fight club that describes itself 
as ‘Western Chauvinist’. In practice, 
they are white supremacist. They added 
dozens of chapters after the riot on 
6 January 2021, and have broken away 
from former President Trump. They 
have been in dozens of public fights 
from Portland Oregon to New York City, 
and almost everywhere in between. The 
organisation has already made changes 
to its structure to allow it to survive 
federal prosecution — it is likely the 
Proud Boys will continue to operate, 
whatever the trial outcome. However, 
without the Cuban-American Tarrio at 
the helm, if he is convicted, the outfit is 
likely to grow more white nationalist. 
The far right, led by explicitly 
white nationalist organisations and 
individuals, has continued to grow. 
For example, at the time of the Oath 
Keepers’ verdict, Nick Fuentes, a white 
nationalist known for his leadership 
of the America First Political Action 
Conference, created a Twitter account. 
Within less than a day, before he was 
shut down, he had 130,000 followers . 
It will take more than the courts to curb 
this movement: it will take all of us. * 


The trial of 
Proud Boys 
Enrique Tarrio 
(left) is currently 
ongoing, but 
Oath Keepers’ 
boss Stewart 
Rhodes is now a 
convicted felon 
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Insanity check - Painful price 


@ The 1969 Apollo moon landings 
were faked 

@ The US government was 
behind the 1995 Oklahoma 
City bombing 

@ The US government puts 
chemicals into the water supply 
to turn people gay 

e@ The US government was 
responsible for the 11 
September 2001 attacks on the 
World Trade Center to provide 
a pretext to go to war in the 
Middle East 

@ A Washington pizza restaurant 
was a front for a child sex abuse 
operation run by Hillary Clinton 

@ The planet is controlled by a 
shadowy New World Order via 
‘manufactured economic crises, 
sophisticated surveillance tech 
and, above all, inside-job terror 
attacks that fuel exploitable 
hysteria’ 

@ The 2020 US presidential 
election was fraudulently stolen 
from Donald Trump so that 
Joe Biden could be installed as 
a tool of the aforementioned 
New World Order (Jones has 
also called Biden ‘a communist 
Chinese agent’ and a‘slave 
of Satan’) 

@ The latest theory being peddled 
by Jones is that misogynist 
social media personality and 
businessman Andrew Tate and 
his brother were set up by two 
women they are accused of 
trafficking 


INFOVARS 


Andrew Tate FRAMED? 
Leaked WhatsApp Messages 
Suggest Women Planned to 
Set Up Male Empowerment 
Guru 


Infowars.com 


coeuny nena scion & 


D- Trafficked women may have been in cahcots tc frame Tate anc his brother Tristan the entire time. 
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of concocted 
conspiracies 


Claims that the Sandy Hook school killings parents were 
actors and the event was a stunt could be the downfall of 
conspiracy theorist Alex Jones, suggests Martyn Lester 


ast year was not a good 
one for far-right American 
provocateur Alex Jones, 
who was finally nailed for 
repeatedly, consistently 
and, most importantly of all, falsely 
claiming that the 2012 Sandy Hook 
primary school mass shooting was 
a hoax. He was ordered to pay a 
staggering $1.4 billion in fines and 
damages to bereaved families, a 
penalty that he is attempting to avoid 
by bankruptcy filings and alleged 
asset relocation. 

Jones’s rise to Loony Right stardom 
began when he was fired from a radio 
station in Austin, Texas, in 1999. He 
responded by beginning to broadcast a 
‘truther’ radio show over the internet. 

In a notorious episode on 11 
September 2001 — by which time the 
show was being syndicated to about 
100 radio stations — he immediately 
responded to the 9/11 outrages by 
speculating that there was a ‘98 percent 
chance this was a government- 
orchestrated controlled bombing’. By 
2010, he had 2 million listeners and, 
in 2016, he claimed this had risen to 
5 million. He also runs several fake 
news websites. 

Jones tends to describe himself as 
a libertarian or ‘paleoconservative’, a 
category often considered home to other 
such ‘luminaries’ as Fox News bloviator 


Tucker Carlson and arriviste bilge- 
streamer Nick Fuentes, but he is also 
often regarded as one of their own by 
the overtly white Christian isolationist 
‘alt-right’. Because many of his millions 
of followers and audience members 
unquestionably fall into the category 
‘extreme right’, commentators from the 
centre and left often take the view that 
you can judge a man by his disciples. 


Outlandish 

The label most often used of Jones is 
that he is a ‘conspiracy theorist’, but 
this may not be a sufficiently nuanced 
way to view him. Certainly, he claims 
to subscribe to (and avidly promotes) 
any number of conspiracy theories, 
among them that the US government 
puts chemicals in the water to turn 
people gay and, most notably, the lies 
about Sandy Hook and that the 2020 
presidential election was fraudulently 
stolen from Donald Trump (see panel 
for a round-up of some of his more 
bizarre ideas). 

What is less clear is how any of 
these outlandish theories, such as his 
insistence that Michelle Obama is 
transgender, Jones actually believes 
himself. Some may well be simply 
convenient bandwagons that he has 
climbed onto in order to recruit his 
audience of often excitable, gullible and 
paranoid listeners. 
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INFOVARS 


Weekdays 11am - 3pm & 
Sunday 4pm - 6pm CST 


3 
AND Guitars 
MADE AMERICA FREE 


It was pointed out in 2017 by the 
British-born host of HBO’s Last Week 
Tonight, John Oliver, that on average 
about 25% of Jones’s radio airtime was 
dedicated to plugging products such 
as ‘brain pills’ on sale at the InfoWars 
website that also belongs to Jones. 

These products tend to focus on 
survivalist themes — not solely body 
armour, but also dietary supplements 
that it is claimed will protect you from, 
or treat you for, the ills ‘they’ have 
foisted on you. Some of these products 
have been analysed and found to 
contain too small quantities of active 
ingredients to confer any benefits or 
may even be potentially harmful — for 
example, because their ingredients 
include the toxic heavy metal lead. 
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The same year that the Last Week 
Tonight segment aired, the German 
magazine Der Spiegel reported that 
two-thirds of Jones’s annual income 
— already well into the tens of millions 
by then — derived from the sales of 
such products. 

During hearings in the 2021 Sandy 
Hook suit, the court heard that between 
September 2015 and the end of 2018 
the InfoWars store made $165 million 
from the survival and snake oil products 
it was peddling. 


Paranoid followers 
It is through Jones’s bizarre assertions 
that Sandy Hook was a hoax, claiming 
it was a gun control stunt, that he 
belatedly landed himself chin deep in 
his own sewage. 

In December 2012, a deranged 
20-year-old man shot his way into the 
Sandy Hook Elementary School in 


Without pause 


Alex Jones 
continues to 
peddle fake news 
on his regular 
radio show, 

also streamed 
online, claiming 

it provides in- 
depth analysis of 
the news 


Newtown, Connecticut, and murdered 
20 children aged 6 and 7 years, along 
with six members of staff. Almost all of 
the USA was horrified and distressed. 
But all Jones appears to have been 
concerned about was that the massacre 
would fuel ever-present calls for greater 
control over firearms ownership. 

An ardent ‘Second Amendment’ 
proponent (even the far from liberal 
Daily Telegraph has described him as 
‘a gun nut’), Jones quickly sought a way 
to turn the situation on its head. His 
solution was to concoct the breathtaking 
lie that the incident had not taken place 
at all. It was, he said, a hoax involving 
green-screen image manipulation and 
‘crisis actors’. 

‘No one died,’ he said. It was an event 
staged by gun control advocates to 
bolster their arguments. 

This narrative was, of course, an 
excruciating ordeal for the families 
of the dead children. Remarkably, 
Jones more or less got away with it 
for a decade. His paranoid followers 
lapped it up, and the Sandy Hook 
families struggled to make headway in 
quashing the lie. 

It was not until 2021 that judges and 
juries in Texas began to levy fines and 
later damages against him, culminating 
in $965 million awarded in damages 
last October, and $473 million in costs 
one month later. 

Jones is attempting to avoid paying 
anything by declaring himself bankrupt 
and his companies insolvent. Not only 
lawyers, but numerous investigative 
journalists are on the case to dredge up 
evidence that Jones’s fortune has been 
illegally syphoned into the darkness in 
order to cheat the Sandy Hook families. 

On top of this, there is the matter 
of Jones’s role in the 6 January 2021 
Capitol insurrection, for which many 
insist he has yet to be held to account. 
Jones spoke at, helped to organise and 
funded the Trump rally that morphed 
into the Capitol riot. 

If Jones can be nailed on any of these 
points during 2023, there will be no 
moist eyes at Searchlight. a 


Jones is attempting to avoid paying anything to the 
families of the Sandy Hook victims by declaring 
himself bankrupt and his companies insolvent 
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Michigan plot 
was terrorism. 


The ringleader of a terror group that had plans to kidnap a 
Democrat governor now faces 20 years in jail. Martyn Lester 
flags up the role of Wolverine Watchmen and conspiracy groups 


6 can’t wait for war to come 
to this land.’ These were the 

words of Barry Croft, the 
ringleader of a far-right US 
domestic terrorism group 

that plotted to kidnap and, prosecutors 

alleged, assassinate Michigan Governor 

Gretchen Whitmer in the run-up to the 

2020 presidential election in the hope 

of sparking a second American civil war. 

The last of four conspirators to be 
sentenced under federal charges for their 
parts in the plot, Croft was committed 
to 19 years and 7 months behind bars at 
a hearing on 28 December. 

Although this sentence is less than the 
life tariff called for by prosecutors, Judge 
Robert Jonker of the US District Court 
in Western Michigan made it clear that 
he took the crime very seriously. Unlike 
some fantasy plots, he said, this one was 
‘not just ideas and dreams ... This group 
had lots of guns, ammunition, explosives 
and training’. 

Federal prosecutors have repeatedly 
likened the deranged mentality of the 
plotters to those of Middle Eastern 
terrorist organisations, stating: “What 
ISIS or Al Qaeda calls a ‘mujahideen’, 
[Croft] calls a “patriot”.’ They believed 
they were justified in attempting to spark 
a guerrilla war against those who did not 
share their ‘patriotic’ (ie far-right) beliefs. 

Croft and his co-conspirators cooked 
up their plans via online chat groups, 
but, unlike many blowhard keyboard 
warriors, they actually pursued their 
cause in a practical manner by holding 
quasi-military training sessions, 
including some in which they practised 
firing high-powered rifles. The training 
was held under the auspices of the 
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Wolverine Watchmen — an extremist 
Michigan militia dedicated to brif¥ing 
about ‘the boogaloo’, which is the far 
right’s term for a US civil war. 

Their plans advanced to the stage 
where Croft and others took part in 
a night-time mission to scope out 
Governor Whitmer’s north Michigan 
vacation cottage, with a view to carrying 
out the abduction. Prosecutors presented 
evidence that the gang proposed to use 
explosives in their possession to blow 
up a bridge that police would be likely 
to use to get to the cottage if or when 
the alarm was raised, giving the raiding 


’ party time to convey the Governor to 


another location. 


Infiltrated 
Unfortunately for the plotters — but 
fortunately for Whitmer — the gang had 
by this time been infiltrated by federal 
agents and other willing informants. 
As the run-up to the November 2020 
Trump-Biden presidential election 
became increasingly feverish, the FBI 
concluded that the plot had advanced 
so far that it needed to be treated as 
an imminent incident, and a total of 
14 conspirators were rounded up and 
arrested before they could do anything. 
Governor Whitmer, a Democrat, was 
targeted at least in part over her handling 
of the Covid-19 pandemic. While her 
‘stay-at-home orders’ (the equivalent 
of the UK Covid lockdowns) enjoyed 
majority public support, thousands of 
Michigan residents took part in protests 
and street obstructions. Many of the 
oppositionists were merely upset at 
losing income because of lockdowns, 
with rural residents in particular 
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believing that they were unlikely to be 
affected by Covid. (In fact, the state 
had the third highest infection rate in 
the country.) 


Hard core 

But there was also an element of hard- 
core libertarians who considered any 
restriction on their movements to be 
tyrannical, some comparing Whitmer to 
Adolf Hitler. Juries were later told that it 
was this extreme anti-lockdown element 
that proved a fertile recruiting ground for 
right-wing militias. 

In what was — but probably should not 
have been — regarded as a sideshow to 
the federal prosecutions three members 
of the Wolverine Watchmen militia were 
convicted in a state court of multiple 
offences, including supporting terrorist 
acts. Each will serve a maximum of 20 
years in prison. 

In the federal cases, two men pleaded 
guilty and co-operated with prosecutors 
by giving evidence against Croft and his 
right-hand man, Adam Fox. Last spring, 
a federal jury acquitted two defendants, 
and failed to reach a verdict on Croft and 
Fox. In a summer retrial, the two were 
convicted of multiple crimes. Fox was 
sentenced to 16 years on 27 December, 
and Croft the following day. 

To add to Croft’s woes, just four days 
after that, Whitmer was sworn in fora 
second term as Governor of Michigan. @ 
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- French police fail Kurds 


man who describes 
himself as having ‘a 
pathological hatred of 
foreigners’ and who was 
arrested in Paris after the 
fatal shooting of three Kurdish people 
before Christmas is known to have been 
freshly released from prison following 
a sabre attack in which he wounded 
several migrants a year earlier. 

The latest attack, following which three 
people died, took place on 23 December 
around a cultural centre in north-east 
10th arrondissement. The 69-year-old 
man, known as ‘William M’, is said by 
prosecutors to have confessed to the 
killings, and to have confirmed that, after 
abandoning an initial plan to stage his 
shootings in Saint-Denis, he sought out 
the Kurdish centre, which he was familiar 
with because he lived in the 10th. 

It was perhaps coincidental, but 
unfortunate for the French authorities, 
that the attack took place just before 
the anniversary of the execution-style 
murders of three female Kurdish activists 
in the same district in January 2013, 
for which 10th anniversary protests 
were being planned. In fact, the most 
prominent victim of the 2022 shootings 
was at the cultural centre specifically to 
attend a planning meeting for a march to 
commemorate the anniversary. 

One of those killed in December was 
Emine Kara, president of the Movement 
of Kurdish Women in France. She had 
taken an active part in the war against 
ISIS in Syria and had come to Europe 
for medical treatment after being 
wounded. It is a tragic irony that, after 
surviving in a war zone fighting extreme 
Islamists, she was gunned down by 
an apparent lone wolf racist in a Paris 
community centre. 

The mood of Parisian Kurds 
was already tense, because of the 
approaching anniversary. The 2013 
murders remain officially unsolved. The 
man charged with them, Omer Giiney, 
died in hospital, reportedly of a brain 
tumour, in December 2016, five weeks 
before his trial. The French authorities 
quickly closed down the murder 
investigation, but not before it became 
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The man who killed three people in an attack on a Kurdish centre 
in Paris just before Christmas had quite a criminal record, but the 
authorities took the eye off the ball. Charles Fox reports 


known that he was believed to be a ‘Grey 
Wolf who was regularly in contact with 
Turkey’s state intelligence services. The 
case was, at least technically, reopened 
in 2019. (The Grey Wolves are a violent 
neo-nazi group who especially target 
Kurds, Greeks and Armenians.) 


Can of worms 

There is no doubt that the regime of 
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
interests itself deeply in the affairs of 
Kurds living elsewhere in Europe. He is, 
for example, using his veto on expanded 
Nato membership (in the wake of 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine) in an 
attempt to get Sweden to repress Kurdish 
groups living there. Indeed, Erdogan’s 
reaction to the latest Paris killings was to 
fan the flames by demanding that France 
clamp down on Kurds — the victims, not 
the perpetrators, of the attack. 

Under these circumstances it is 
unsurprising (though not necessarily 
justified) that some may suspect that the 
2013 murder investigation will never be 
completed by the French authorities for 
fear of opening a can of worms regarding 
fellow Nato member Turkey. In such 
an atmosphere of suspicion what was 
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expected to be a dignified and peaceful 
commemoration of the 2013 killings 
became, in the aftermath of the 2022 
repeat, fractious protests marked, in 
some places, by violence. In Paris, police 
used tear gas against demonstrators. 

In an unfortunate chain of events, it 
could be that the 2022 murders will, 
like those of 2013, fail to make it to the 
courts. Unlike Omer Giiney, ‘William M’ 
remains alive, but as Searchlight goes to 
press he appears to be under psychiatric 
detention rather than in police custody, 
raising the possibility that he will be 
categorised as unfit to stand trial. 

It verges on the paranoid to believe 
that ‘William M’ is being conveniently 
prevented from testifying — after all, 
everything about the man tends to 
confirm that he is indeed a couple of 
croissants short of a petit déjeuner — but 
the lack of a trial would help to brush a 
few questions under the carpet. 

It seems odd, for example, that 
‘William M’ is stated by the French 
government to have been ‘not known 
to the intelligence services, nor to the 
Directorate General of Homeland 
Security’, had never had his house 
searched, and has never been on the 
register of people prohibited from 
acquiring and possessing weapons. All 
this, despite it being known that he has 
committed violent acts with blades, 
has served prison time for unlawful 
possession of weapons, and has been 
released from jail term for the sabre 
attack under ‘judicial supervision’ only 11 
days before the Kurdish shootings. 

‘William M’ looks for all the world like 
so many offenders across the Atlantic: an 
extremely right-wing, foreigner-hating 
‘firearms enthusiast’, rather than an 
organised terrorist. But, if nothing else, 
the French judicial system faces some 
awkward questions about its competence 
in investigating him. 6 
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The Budahazy case, 


terrorism andthe state 


Martin Smith uncovers the unholy alliances between far-right and neo-nazi parties, 
and why they are campaigning for the release of terror gang members responsible 
for violent attacks on government officials and LGBT+ groups in the latter 2000s 


he Hungarian President 

and Fidesz member, Katalin 

Novak, announced in 

December 2022 that she 

was going to pardon seven 
of those found guilty in the infamous 
‘Budahazy case’. The case centres on the 
Hungarian neo-nazi, Gyorgy Budahazy, 
and 16 of his supporters. 

Budahazy was the leader of a terrorist 
organisation, the Hungarian Arrows 
(Magyarok Nyilai), between 2007 and 
2009. It carried out a series of violent 
attacks against leading social-democratic 
and liberal government officials and 
LGBT+ groups. They also physically 
attacked Sandor Csintalan, a former 
socialist politician, who today is a media 
personality and hosts the pro-Fidesz 
HirTV news channel. 

The case has been ongoing for over 
13 years. Budahazy and his accomplices 
were first arrested in June 2009. After 
numerous complex legal manoeuvres, the 
trial concluded in the summer of 2016. 
The courts sentenced him to 13 years in 
prison and 15 of his accomplices received 
sentences of between five and 13 years. 

All the defendants appealed against 
the verdict, which resulted in the appeals 
court dismissing the sentences and 
ordering a retrial. The retrial concluded 
in March 2022, and this time the court 
sentenced Budahazy to 17 years in 
prison for terrorist activities. Five other 
members of his organisation received 
sentences of ten years or more and a 
third group were each sentenced to 
five years. 

The recent decision by the Hungarian 
President to pardon seven of the gang is 
the latest twist in this troubling case. 


20 | Searchlight 


Budahazy’s far-right pals 
Budahazy and his backers have also been 
buoyed by the support they have had 
from public figures, far-right politicians 
and groups. As well as several key Fidesz 
pundits, three prominent scientists have 
called for the release of Budahazy and his 
accomplices. 

The ‘reformed’ neo-nazi Jobbik 
movement plays a prominent role in the 
campaign to release him. Its press office 
described the verdicts as ‘unjust’ and one 
of its prominent MEPs, Krisztina Morvai, 
led a group of Budahazy supporters and 
disrupted the final day of the hearing. 

Finally, all six MPs belonging to the 
nazi Our Homeland Movement (Mi 
Hazank/OHM) have publicly backed 
Budahazy. They believe supporting the 
campaign to ‘free Budahazy is attracting 
people to its ranks. OHM leader, Laszlo 
Toroczkai, and Budahazy have a long 
history of working together in various 
paramilitary and violent street gang 
movements over the last two decades. 

The ‘Budahazy case’ has polarised 
public opinion along left/right lines. But 
it is important to understand why key 
figures in Viktor Orban’s authoritarian 
right-wing government are prepared to 
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overturn the rule of law and why large 
numbers of far-right MPs have been 
prepared to publicly defend right-wing 
terrorists. To do this, we must look at this 
case in the context of the connections 
between the Fidesz government and 
sections of the Hungarian state with far- 
right terrorism and paramilitarism. 


Paramilitarism &terrorism 
In the post-communist era, Hungary 
experienced a rapid rise in neo-nazi 
skinhead gangs, right-wing paramilitary 
groups and terrorist cells. However, up 
until the mass anti-government uprisings 
of 2006, these groups were very much 
confined to the fringes of society. 

In 2006, the release of a transcript 
of a private speech by Hungary’s social 
democratic Prime Minister, Ferenc 
Gyurcsany, changed the situation. In it, 
he admitted that he had lied to win the 
election and boasted that his government 
had achieved nothing in its four years 
in office. The revelations led to a wave 
of militant protests that rocked the 
Hungarian state to its foundations. 

Fidesz was not only the main 
beneficiary of the anti-government 
protests, it played a central role in them. 
It worked closely with many far-right 
gangs and, more importantly Jobbik. This 
was a fascist party and very much on the 
fringes of Hungarian politics that came to 
national prominence by leading the most 
militant sections of the protests. 

By 2007, the anti-government 
movement had petered out, but its legacy 
was a seismic shift of Hungarian politics 
to the right. One element of this shift was 
the rise of violent far-right terrorism and 
paramilitarism between 2007 and 2013. 
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A brief analysis of three of these groups 
will show how their violent actions 


were often ignored by sections of the ia 
Hungarian state and in some cases, even 

dec AMNESZTIAT 
protected. The most significant group A 2006-OSOKNAK: ie 


was the paramilitary Hungarian Guard 
Movement (Magyar Garda Mozgalom), 
which was launched by Jobbik. 


The Hungarian Guard Movement 
Jobbik launched the Hungarian 
Guard Movement in 2007, claiming 
1,500 members. It was a uniformed 
paramilitary formation attracting support 
from the ranks of Hungary’s far-right 
and skinhead gangs. It drew inspiration 
from the infamous Arrow Cross fascist 
movement and its main target was the ; ae sae 
country’s Roma community. Z 
There were two main phases of the 
Guard’s development, the first between 
2007 and 2009, when it focused on 
mass, mainly symbolic, paramilitary 
parades and rallies aimed at the Roma 
population. After a particularly violent 
demonstration against Roma inhabitants 
of the village of Tatarszentgyorgy, the 
authorities banned the Guard. However, 
the organisation openly flouted the law 
and Jobbik’s leader, Gabor Vona, turned 


Once again, the police refused to 
it was reported that police officers had acknowledge that these attacks were 
Campaigners to formed a union affiliated to Jobbik. In linked or racially motivated. In an 


and the Guard. For example, in 2010, 
Far-right unity 
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addition, a survey found that 60% of interview, conducted from his prison cell, 
police officers supported Jobbik. Even Arpad Kiss admitted to his crimes, but 
more shocking was the fact that the police _ also claimed that two members of the 
were found guilty of failing to protect the Squad remained free, even though the 
Roma from Guard violence in the village police knew their identities. The German 
of Gyongyospata. newspaper Der Spiegel noted that 

two of those involved had been under 


up to his first day in parliament elected as 
an MP in full Guard regalia in 2010. 

The second phase (2010-2013) 
involved the Guard moving from mainly 
symbolic parades to violent marches, 
often involving several thousand 
paramilitaries. The Guard also expanded 
its targets. In 2013, Jobbik supporters 
wearing full paramilitary uniforms 
protested outside the World Jewish 
Congress held in Budapest. The Guard 
also held protests outside LGBT+ events 
and targeted well-known anti-fascists. 

The political impact of the Guard’s 
activities was threefold: first, it terrorised 
Hungary’s Roma population; second, 
it popularised anti-Roma racism 
(the Fidesz government would later 
adopt many of the Guards’ anti-Roma 
demands). Last, Jobbik used the Guard’s 
marches as barometers to gauge electoral 
support in villages and towns. My study 
of the movement noted that, of 21 Jobbik 
mayors elected between 2010 and 2018, 
16 were in places where Guard protests 
had taken place. 

One other important thing to note 
is how sections of the Hungarian 
police force at best ignored the Guard’s 
activities and at worst supported Jobbik 
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Hungarian Arrows 
The Hungarian Arrows National 
Liberation Army (Magyarok Nyilai 
Nemzeti Felszabadit6 Hadsereg) was 
a far-right terrorist group active in 
Hungary between 2007 and 2009. It 
was founded by Budahazy and was 
responsible for a series of violent attacks, 
including assaults on social democratic 
politicians and fire bombings of LGBT+ 
clubs. These thugs attacked the annual 
Gay Pride rally in Budapest. 

The attacks initiated by this group 
on Budapest Pride were supported by 
leading members of Jobbik and Fidesz. 
Despite definitive evidence of the Arrows’ 
violence, for nearly two years the police 
refused to acknowledge its activities. 


The Death Squad 

The so-called Death Squad (Halalbrigad) 
was a group of four neo-nazi terrorists: 
Arpad Kiss, Istvan Kiss, Zsolt Peto and 
Istvan Csontos. They were responsible 
for ten attacks on the country’s Roma 
population between 2008 and 2009, 
which left six Roma dead and 55 injured. 
In 2013, three of them were given life 
sentences and the fourth, Csontos, 
received a 13-year prison sentence. 


secret surveillance and Csontos was an 
informant for the military service. He was 
released from prison last year. 


Uneasy friendship 
Several political commentators describe 
Orban’s Fidesz government as a “Mafia 
State’ — the term far-right authoritarian 
government is more accurate. In public, 
Orban distances himself from parties such 
as Jobbik and Our Homeland Movement. 
In reality, his rise to power was aided 
by Jobbik and the climate of anti-Roma 
racism promoted by the paramilitaries. 
Novak’s decision to pardon seven of 
Budahazy gang is just the latest example 
of a state willing to protect some of 
Europe’s most vile right-wing terrorists. 
The uneasy relationship between 
Orban, Jobbik and Our Homeland 
Movement continues today. Orban 
cynically uses these extreme right-wing 
groups for his own ends. They act as 
political outriders for the regime, help 
it popularise racism and provide Orban 
with a sounding board for his more 
extreme policies. Orban also uses these 
groups as a threat to Europe’s leaders: he 
cynically states, ‘if you think I’m bad, look 
what's waiting in the wings’. & 
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awyers acting for the families 

of the victims of the Bologna 

bombing of 2 August 1980 

have learnt that a key 

document in the case held by 
the British Home Office is to remain 
closed to the public due to its sensitive 
nature. It is thought it contains 
information that could throw light on 
the movements of former Italian fascist 
terrorists who took refuge in London 
soon after the massacre. The bomb 
killed 85 people, including two Britons, 
and wounded 200. 

The news comes as the much 
anticipated appeal of one of the fascists 
accused of the bombing is due to begin 
in Italy on 19 April. Lawyers acting on 
behalf of Gilberto Cavallini, 70, a fascist 
killer with nine life sentences, will seek to 
overturn the most recent verdict handed 
out to him by Judge Michele Leoni in 
January 2020 — another life sentence — 
for his involvement in the explosion at 
Bologna railway station. 

In the 2,100 pages explaining the 
sentencing Cavallini stands accused of 
acting as an accomplice to Francesca 
Mambro, Valerio Fioravanti and Luigi 
Ciavardini (all three found guilty of the 
terrorist act and all sentenced to life 
imprisonment) by providing them with 
false papers and giving them hospitality 
on the eve of the massacre. 

A fascist activist since his student 
days, Cavallini joined the Social Italian 
Movement (MSI) and proceeded to 
establish contacts with various nazi- 
fascist organisations active during 
the ‘years of lead’: Ordine Nuovo, 
Avanguardia Nazionale, Nuclei Armati 
Rivoluzionari (NAR) and Terza Posizione. 

In sentencing him to life, Judge Leone 
made clear that he considered these 
organisations not distinct, divergent 
or separate from one another, but 
acting in continuity and co-ordination, 
‘united even in their contacts with the 
secret services’ and state institutions, 
to the extent that the Bologna massacre 
was to be considered a state massacre 
(strage di stato). 

When Cavallini was arrested in 1983, 
a diary was found in his possession with 


Key evidence 


kept classified 


As one of the killers implicated in the 1980 Bologna bombing 


prepares to appeal his sentence, Alfio Bernabei 


earns that, 


in an Unprecedented move, the Home Office will not be making 
public a file linked to the Italian fugitives who fled to London 


the telephone number 342111 marked 
‘confidential’, leading investigators to a 
telephone exchange office in Milan with 
links to the Italian military secret service, 
raising suspicions about the existence of 
secret communications facilities at the 
disposal of terrorists. 

Fifteen years later, further 
investigations led to a document from 
the same telephone company naming an 
employee, Luciana Piras, as attached to 
an office described as ‘Nato, preordained 
to activities connected to the protection 
of State secrets’. Judge Leoni’s 
sentencing also made references to huge 
sums of money Cavallini had access to 
in Switzerland where the notorious Licio 
Gelli, head of the Masonic Lodge P2, 
kept secret accounts. 


Fiore link 
Called to answer questions in May 
2021 at the Court of Assizes in Bologna 
where Paolo Bellini, accused of taking 
part in the massacre at the station, was 
subsequently found guilty and given a 
life sentence, Cavallini opted to remain 
silent, determined to keep his secrets. 

It was during the Bellini trial that a 
document was produced stating that 
Cavallini had been in London in April 
1981, sharing a flat in Tabor Road with 
Roberto Fiore, currently the leader of the 
fascist organisation, Forza Nuova. 

The document was described as a 


The reason given for the document to remain ‘exempt from 
disclosure’ is that it would not be appropriate to release 
information that could compromise national security 
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‘phonogram’ sent by the London police 
branch of Interpol to their counterpart 
in Rome following investigations on 
Cavallini and Bellini in London. Dated 
10 February 1984, it was referring to 
events of three years earlier. It did not 
mention Bellini, but stated that in April 
1981 Cavallini and Fiore were sharing 
the flat in Tabor Road under the false 
names of Stefano Sorrentino (Fiore) and 
Stefano De Michelis (Cavallini). They 
were working as ‘cleaners’, Fiore at the 
Lansdale Club and Cavallini at the Royal 
Overseas League, a private club. 

The text of the phonogram found its 
way into the hands of judicial authorities 
in Italy, but in truncated form. Two lines 
referring to Cavallini and Fiore’s flat 
sharing were mysteriously omitted in the 
Italian translation. Only now has the full 
content become known after the original 
in English was tracked down. 

Fiore, a leader of Terza Posizione, 
arrived in London in September 1980 
soon after the Bologna bombing to 
escape from a wave of international 
arrest warrants. He was later tried in 
absentia in Italy and was acquitted 
of any involvement in the bombing, 
but received a five and a half year jail 
sentence for armed conspiracy and 
subversive association. 

In 1997, together with another fugitive 
from justice, Massimo Morsello, member 
of the NAR, he co-founded the party 
Forza Nuova in London. Two years later 
he was able to return to Italy as a free 
man after his conviction became non- 
punishable on the statute of limitations. 

Fiore has always denied having ever 
met Cavallini. But, given the existence 
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of this Interpol phonogram stating the 
opposite and revealing a fake identity, it 
is likely he will be called to testify during 
the forthcoming Cavallini appeal. 

In this instance, questions will also 
be raised about another document of 
potentially even greater significance 
and one that will produce a disturbing 
echo for years to come. It consists of a 
file whose existence has only come to 
light in the past few weeks thanks to two 
Italian investigative journalists, Sabrina 
Provenzani and Stefano Vergine, who 
published the results of their inquiries in 
the Italian daily I/ Fatto Quotidiano. 

The two journalists attempted 
to obtain from the Home Office a 
document marked HO 306/269, headed 
‘Extradition Case, Terza Posizione 
members Roberto Fiore, Marcello 
De Angelis, Stefano Tiraboschi, and 
Massimo Morsello’. Both Tiraboschi 
and De Angelis were among the Italians 
who arrived in London as fugitives from 
justice. In most cases, including Fiore’s, 
the Italian authorities were quick to 
request extradition to Italy. For some, 
like , extradition was granted, but it was 
not for the quartet mentioned in the 
Home Office file. 

This document is said to refer to events 
dated between 1981 and 1989, and should 
have been made accessible to the public 
under the 30-year secrecy rule. However, 
it remains ‘exempt from disclosure’. The 
reason given to the journalists is that 
it would not be appropriate to release 
information that could compromise 
national security or reveal the 
involvement of security agencies. 


MI6 approach 
On his own admission made in 2018, 
Fiore was visited by Italian secret service 
agents while he was in jail in London in 
1982. They suggested that if he agreed 
to collaborate a deal could be struck 
for his early release if extradited to 
Italy. ‘I refused,’ said Fiore, who let it 
be understood that this could not have 
taken place without the knowledge of 
the British secret service. Rumours have 
abounded over the years about Fiore’s 
alleged recruitment by MI6 in efforts to 
gather intelligence about training camps 
in Lebanon for would-be terrorists. No 
evidence has ever been produced about 
Fiore visiting that country. 

The reason why Fiore volunteered to 
reveal the attempts by the secret service 
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to recruit him is not clear. It could be 
interpreted as a way to let it be known 
that, should any sensitive information 
about him be delivered to the Italian 
judiciary, he could divulge the identities 
and motives of those who tried to turn 
him informer. If true that he shared a flat 
with Cavallini who had contacts with the 
Italian secret service and access to large 
sums of money, then questions would 
arise of a potentially sensitive nature for 
both the British and Italian authorities 
over the handling of the case for his 
extradition that was never granted, 
suggesting that he was being protected. 
Bearing in mind the mystery 
surrounding the business empire that 
Fiore and Morsello managed to set up 
in London in such a short time and, in 
spite of being humble ‘cleaners’, the two 
journalists looked into Fiore’s apparent 
continuing ability to raise funds in the 
UK. They report that one organisation set 
up more than 20 years ago, the Catholic 
charity St George Education Trust, 
remains active and raises large sums 
of money through crowdfunding. The 
journalists write: ‘The SGET Telegram 
channel is run by [...] Michael Fishwick 
and was used to promote a crowdfunding 
campaign that amassed over £ 100,000 
in opaque donations and raised money 
for Fiore after he was jailed in Italy.’ (A 
nine-month sentence followed his arrest 
in Rome in 2021 for taking part in the 
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on the eve of 
Cavallini’s appeal 
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attack on the offices of the CGIL trade * 
union, thought to have been staged 
close to the anniversary of Mussolini’s 
1922 March on Rome to emulate fascist 
attacks against trade unions.) 

The journalists’ report states that 
Fiore’s associations with SGET and 
Fishwick go back to the early 1990s, 
when both were members of the 
National Front and, later, the Third 
Position group. Their association is 
apparently as strong as ever. The report 
adds that SGET current accountant 
is Hugh Williams, a former national 
treasurer for UKIP. The charity is now 
under investigation by the Charity 
Commission over alleged links with 
‘extreme right-wing organisations’. 

Three years ago, when Italian 
journalist Giorgio Mottola asked Fiore: 
‘How come that a fugitive from justice 
with an arrest warrant can become 
rich?’, Fiore replied: “There is only one 
explanation. Help from God.’ 

A more earthly opinion based on 
suspicions voiced by Mambro and 
Fioravanti was recently reiterated 
by Saverio Ferrari, secretary of the 
Osservatorio Democratico delle Nuove 
Destre. He reminded an audience in 
Milan of the long-standing speculation 
that some fugitives from justice arrived 
in London carrying loot accumulated by 
NAR terrorists. No evidence of this has 
ever been found. * 
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In the biggest anti-terrorism raid to date, German authorities scuppered a far- 
right bid to overturn the government and put extremists in power, with a minor 
aristocrat designated to take the helm of state. Siobhan Hyland reports 


n 7 December last year, 
while most people were 
preparing for their 
Christmas holidays, a 
fast-paced coup was 
unfolding in Germany. Although it 
was unclear at the time exactly who 
and what was involved, it is now 
possible to unpack the details. The 
raids undertaken by the German 
authorities are thought to be one of 
the biggest anti-extremism raids in 
the history of modern Germany. 
According to BBC News, about 3,000 
officers took part in 150 operations in 11 
of Germany’s 16 states. About half the 
arrests were around the southern state 
of Baden-Wiirttemberg, where 20% of 
the coup instigators are thought to be 


24 | Searchlight 


based. Although a minor German royal 
was involved, the main conspirators 
were from a group called Reichsbiirger, 
or ‘Citizens of the Reich’. 

The attempted coup was unique in 
that it was not like any of the events 
Searchlight has reported on in the 
past few years. However, it is clear 
from investigations that pressure in 
Germany had been increasing from the 
extreme and far right. 

The coup involved a plan to storm 
the Reichstag in Berlin, depose the 
government and disrupt key services to 
the country. There are allegations that 
the group then planned to place key 
people in ministerial posts to take over 
full running of the country. But who is 
this group, and from where does it draw 


Fertile ground 


A series of 
protests, such 
as the one in 
Saarbrucken 
(above), took 
place around 
Germany last 
year, to oppose 
coronavirus 
restrictions. The 
far right used 
these events 
as recruitment 
opportunities 


its membership? Most importantly, 
were there any warning signals that 
these events might take place? 

The Reichsbiirger group has been 
derided in the German press in years 
gone by, and not deemed worthy of 
much comment. The group is known to 
reject all notions of modern democracy, 
going as far as refusing to pay taxes. 

According to DW.com, Reichsburger 
denies the existence of the post- 
Second World War Federal Republic of 
Germany. It believes that the German 
empire, which was established in 
1871, is the real state, and that today’s 
government presides over a construct 
that is occupied by the USA, the UK 
and France. 

What this latest incursion proved 
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Alarmingly, active soldiers are suspected of being 
part of the plot. Their remit was to ensure that 
democratic ruling bodies were neutralised to enable 
the ‘shadow departments’ to take over 


was that the group is active, and poses 
a serious threat to both German society 
and the state. According to many news 
outlets, the group has around 21,000 
members, growing more significantly 
of late. Within the group, according 

to BBC News, 10% of its members are 
thought to be not only anti-Semitic, 

but also prepared to take part in 
violent acts. DW.com reports that the 
group gathered momentum during 

the height of the Covid-19 pandemic 
and adopted ideas of the Querdenker 
movement. Searchlight reported on the 
Querdenker at the time, stating that it 
refused to follow German government 
pandemic policies. 

The Office of the Federal Prosecutors 
suspected that the Reichsbirger group 
had been plotting a violent coup since 
the winter of 2021 and held regular 
meetings to prepare their plans. 

These meetings were used to plan 
how to establish a pseudo-government, 
even mapping out departments, such 
justice and health. There were plans to 
form a military wing of the government, 
under the command of alleged coup 
leader Riidiger von Pescatore. This 
suspect is thought to have attempted 
the recruitment of active police officers 
and military in northern Germany. 

Ex-elite soldiers from special units 
were due to form part of this unit, 
according to official sources. More 
alarmingly, active soldiers are also 
suspected of being part of the plot. 
Their remit was to ensure that the 
current democratic ruling bodies were 
neutralised to enable the ‘shadow 
departments’ to take over. 


Abduction 

The most nefarious of these plots was 
an alleged plan to abduct German 
Health Minister Karl Lauterbach. 

A current elite force special officer and a 
former army colonel are suspected to be 
under the command of Riidiger Von P. 
He is alleged to be a prolific user of the 
social media platform Telegram, which 
he was using to issue warnings that 
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society would imminently be witnessing 
a major upheaval. 

In April 2022, investigators were 
tipped off about a possible threat 
from the Reichsbiirger group, with 
German police arresting several people 
suspected of planning to abduct the 
health minister. The group behind 
this describe themselves as Vereinte 
Patrioten (United Patriots). 

A large cache of items including 
weapons, cash and precious metals 
were found and confiscated during 
raids by the police. They also found 
data storage devices and mobile phones 
and uncovered the group’s plans. The 
raids were a co-ordinated nationwide 
operation, with 60 locations pinpointed 
as having links to neo-nazi groups 
Atomwaffen Division (AWD), Combat 
18 (C18) and Knockout 51 (K51). The 
police operation led to four arrests. 

According to The Southern Poverty 
Law Center (SPLC), AWD was formed 
in 2015 in Texas and are termed as 
neo-nazi accelerationists. This ideology 
wishes to bring about the collapse of 
society and force the foundation of a 
white ethno-state. 

Combat 18 may be familiar to 
UK readers with knowledge of the 
group dating to the 1990s. The 
German branch was banned in 2020, 
however, the latest raids show that the 
organisation is still active. 


Kidnap target 
The police 
operation 
uncovered plans 
for the coup, 
which included 
the abduction of 
German Health 
Minister Kar| 
Lauterbach 


K51 is a neo-nazi mixed martial arts 
group (MMA), which was found to be 
operating in the summer of 2022. As 
mentioned above, the April raids gave 
warning that the Reichsbiirger group 
was planning some action. 

In December 2022, as events 
unfolded, with 25 people being arrested 
on suspicion of plotting to overthrow 
the government. Among them was 
Birgit Malsack-Winkemann, a former 
member of Alternative for Germany 
(AfD), who was earmarked to take on 
the position of justice minister in the 
new government. Despite the arrest, 
Judge Malsack-Winkemann was able 
to return to her legal duties, after a 
tribunal rejected attempts to remove 
her from the role. 


New Germany 

However, the most interesting of 

this group is Prince Heinrich XIII, 

an aristocrat from the House of Reuss. 
He is suspected of being the designated 
leader for the new Germany. His family 
have long distanced themselves from 
Heinrich XIII and his activities. 

Another plotter, known as Vitalia B, 
was suspected of approaching Moscow 
on behalf of the prince in order to 
gather support, a claim the Russian 
embassy strenuously denied could 
happen, as Russia would not negotiate 
with illegal entities. Other suspected 
coup leaders belong to the QAnon 
movement, which has gained traction in 
the USA as a political conspiracy group. 

Taking together the events of 
April and December 2022, it is not 
inconceivable to see stark similarities 
between the two: it needs to be 
recognised that this failed plot is a 
warning that this sort of activity is 
far from over. It is now time for the 
German authorities to work even harder 
to squash neo-nazi violence — this 
is the latest in a long series of events 
that Searchlight has reported on over 
the past few years. Interior Minister 
Nancy Faeser stated that the German 
authorities would deal with this latest 
event with the ‘full force of the law 
against the enemies of democracy’. 

As shown in this article, the tentacles 
of hate have links and friendships 
across many groups — and this needs 
to be addressed forthwith. Germany 
needs to position itself once again as a 
state of tolerance and peace. ® 
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Time’ 
routing the 


S up: 


seditionists 


Cathy Pound discusses the 8 January attacks on Brazil's 
Congress following the ousting from office of Jair Bolsonaro, 
the events leading up to the day and who was involved 


wo years and two days 

separated the attacks at the 

heart of democracy in the 

USA and Brazil. Outgoing 

Brazilian President Jair 
Bolsonaro had repeatedly stated that 
he would not accept the outcome of the 
elections if they returned Luiz Inacio 
Lula da Silva, or Lula, to power. 

There had been some unrest in the 
period between Brazil’s first and second 
round of elections. However, once it 
became clear that Lula had narrowly won 
the second round on 30 October, the 
belief of Bolsonaro supporters that the 
election had been unfair escalated into 
actions on the streets. His supporters 
began to gather outside military bases, 
calling on the Army to mount a coup. 
Truck drivers blocked roads and rallies 
were held across Brazil. 

On 22 November, Bolsonaro 
submitted a formal complaint that some 
ballot machines had been faulty. It was 
widely predicted that there would be a 6 
January-style attack on Brazil’s Congress 
if Lula was returned as President, so 
Brazil arguably had some advantage over 
the USA in being able to monitor activity 
and prepare. Some arrests were made 
ahead of the attack. 

On 12 December, the federal electoral 
court confirmed Lula’s win and the same 
day an indigenous leader, who is an ally 
of Bolsonaro, was arrested for alleged 
‘anti-democratic’ acts, with the ex- 
president’s supporters then attempting 
to invade the federal police headquarters 
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in the capital, Brasilia. On Christmas eve 
aman was arrested for attempting to set 
off a bomb and five days later four people 
were arrested for allegedly attempting a 
coup during riots. 

On 30 December Bolsonaro arrived 
in Florida, which meant he would not be 
present in Brazil for Lula’s inauguration 
on 1 January. He was still in Florida one 
week later when the 8 January attacks 
took place, which he was careful to 
condemn in a tweet, as well as to deny 
any responsibility for inciting protestors. 


Leaked 

Leaked audio from WhatsApp and 
Telegram made clear that plans for 

an attack were advancing using the 
code-name ‘Selma’s Party’, but the 
inauguration itself was not a target. 
There was intelligence that buses were 
being organised to bring Bolsonaro 
supporters from across Brazil to the 
capital, with 100 arriving on the morning 
of 7 January, swelling the numbers 
camped outside the Army Headquarters 
in Brasilia to around 4,000. 

The federal authorities had put in 
place security measures from 6 January 
in an attempt to stop any protestors 
reaching the National Congress, as well 
as closing access to the esplanade of 
the Congress. Under plans to manage 
the anticipated attacks 1,300 officers 
from the local police force were to be 
deployed, along with 200 officers from 
the National Public Security Force. 

On the afternoon of 8 January the 


Out of office 
Bolsonaro gives a 
press conference 

in the Palacio 

do Planalto on 

1 November, the 
day after losing 
the election; 

his ally Ilbaneis 

Rocha (right), 

Governor of the 
Federal District, 
in buoyant mood 
on new year's 
day, days before 
the attack 


protestors based at Army Headquarters 
marched on Congress, breaking through 
police barricades. Having entered the 
Congress building at 14:42 Brazil time, 
they gained access to the upper floors 
and attempted to hang a green and blue 
flag from the building. They continued 
onto the ramp, climbing to the Supreme 
Federal Court and going on the Palacio 
do Planalto, the President’s office 
building. Rather than trying to stage 

a coup they seemed intent on causing 
maximum damage and looting. Many 
acts were pure vandalism, damaging 
furniture and valuable artworks. 

Other ‘symbolic’ acts included 
urinating and defecating in the Congress 
building, as well removing a copy of 
the original 1988 constitution from 
Congress, later found in the Supreme 
Federal Court. Weapons were stolen 
from the Cabinet of Institutional Security 
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in the Planalto. It was reported that five 
grenades were taken, with three later 
found in the Supreme Federal Court and 
two in the Congress building. Police were 
subject to physical assault, and it was 
reported that journalists had equipment 
stolen or damaged, and some were hit by 
protestors during the attack. 

By 7pm there had been at least 
150 arrests and by 9pm the three 
government buildings had been cleared 
of protestors. Lula was not in Brasilia 
and, in contrast to the 6 January attacks, 
Congress was not in session. 


Inexplicable 

However, there are parallels with the 
attack on the US Capitol. There were 
claims that Bolsonaro himself had 
encouraged protestors and accusations 
that parts of state law enforcement 

had been complicit. The Federal 
District Governor, Ibaneis Rocha, 

had assured Congress that sufficient 
security measures were in place, such as 
closing the esplanade. However, Rocha 
inexplicably reversed this order just 
before the attack, with security unable to 
stop protestors accessing the esplanade. 

President Lula invoked Article 34 of 
the Federal Constitution, empowering 
the government to act in order to ‘put 
an end to a serious impairment of 
public order’, to remain in place until 31 
January. Criticism came from Bolsonaro 
supporters that Lula was exerting 
‘superpowers’ and being ‘repressive’. 

There were signs that the 8 January 
attacks may not be the end. Much 
as there had been actions ahead of 8 
January, so there were serious incidents 
the following day, when several power 
supplies were sabotaged across Brazil. 

However, on 9 January, other 
Brazilians marched to express opposition 
to this attack on democracy. Not 
everyone has been a fan of the ex- 
president: in 2019, there was opposition 
to education cuts, and many protests 
took place against his reversal of 
protection for the Amazon rainforest, 
as well as against his mishandling of 
the Covid-19 pandemic, which saw an 
estimated 700,000 deaths. 

Those trying to bolster support for 
Bolsonaro and secure him a second term 
have spread ‘fake news’ about electronic 
ballot boxes, the origin of Covid-19 and 
that protection of indigenous lands has 
led to food shortages. 


Prosecutions have included charges 
against officials who failed to act to 
prevent or effectively control the attack 
and charges against ‘protestors’, in 
addition to charging those who funded 
the buses to bring people to the capital 
on 7 January. Alexandre de Moraes, 
Justice of the Supreme Court, suspended 
Governor Rocha for 90 days for serious 
failings in security during the attacks. 
Moraes also issued warrants for the 
arrests of Anderson Torres, Bolsonaro’s 
Minister of Justice and Public Security, 
and Fabio Augusto Vieira, Federal 
District Military Police Chief. Lula later 
dismissed the Commander of the Army, 
Julio Cesar de Arruda. 

As well as the hundreds (figures vary 
from 200 to 400) arrested during the 
attack itself, there were mass arrests on 
9 January after orders were made by 
Moraes to clear those remaining outside 
Army bases. About 1,500 were arrested, 
but 684 released on what were termed 
‘humanitarian’ grounds. Earlier attempts 
to arrest those outside the military camps 
suspected of involvement in the attacks 
had been blocked by Arruda. On 17 
January, 39 people were finally charged 
with ‘armed criminal association, violent 
attempt to subvert the democratic state of 
law, staging a coup and damage to public 
property’. In February, four police officers 
were arrested and investigated for their 
suspected involvement in the attacks. 

During Lula’s inauguration on 1 
January the crowds called for ‘no 
amnesty’, a reference to the atrocities 
carried out during the 1964-1985 
military dictatorship, with many of those 
involved still unpunished. For Lula to 
be seen ensuring that those involved on 
8 January 2023, as well as those who 
facilitated the attacks, are brought to 
justice would be an important step in 
drawing a line under the Bolsonaro era. 

Those trying to halt the rise of fascist 
ideology in Brazil before and during 
Bolsonaro’s rule know that the country 
remains divided. The fact that over 61 
million of its population are considered 
to be ‘food-insecure’, according to the 
UN, with ‘fake news’ continuing to sway 
public opinion, means the fight against 
fascist ideology is far from over, even if 
Bolsonaro’s time in office has ended. 

Bolsonaro has applied for a six-month 
US tourist visa. Brazilian courts are still 
investigating whether he has any direct 
responsibility for the 8 January attacks.® 
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Ireland sees surge 


in far-right activity . 


Campaigners are coming together to oppose 
racists, determined to take a stand against 
‘hatred and division’, writes Austin Harney 


ar-right activity has 
been increasing in Ireland, 
with violent protests against 
the housing of asylum- 
seekers taking place in Dublin, 
Cork, Waterford, and parts of the 
countryside over the past few months. 

Saturday 4 February saw an anti- 
immigration rally in Dublin and, for the 
first time, Irish far-right parties fielded 
candidates at the last general election 
in 2020, campaigning under the slogan 
‘Ireland for the Irish’, 

Last month, a homeless camp used 
by migrants in East Wall, Dublin’s 
Ashtown area, was attacked by a group 
of men armed with a baseball bat and 
sticks. Frequent far-right protests have 
occurred there, with Hermann Kelly, 
leader of the Irish Freedom Party, 
in attendance. 

Kelly promotes the theory of the 
‘Great Replacement’, which asserts 
that white European populations 
are being undermined through mass 
migration. He has repeatedly described 
immigration into Ireland as a ‘new 
plantation’, which is insulting to those 
who campaign against sectarianism 
in the north. 


Neo-nazi links 
Donegal-based Niall McConnell, 
leader of the Irish nationalist party 
Siol na hEireann (The seed of Ireland), 
shares this notion. He has links with 
Forza Nuova in Italy, British far-right 
parties and the neo-nazi party Golden 
Dawn in Greece. Far-right groups were 
also instrumental in anti-lockdown 
and anti-vaccine protests which were 
spearheaded by far-right former 
journalist Gemma O’Doherty. 

Along with Ireland’s National Party 
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under Justin Barrett, Siol na hEireann 
is targeting LGBTQ+ communities. 
Islamaphobia has also been on the rise, 
particularly through Ireland Identity 
under Peter O’Loughlin. 


Counter-protest 

On Monday 6 February hundreds of 
people gathered at the GPO on Dublin’s 
O’Connell Street to protest against this 
surge in far-right activity. Organised 
by United Against Racism and Le 
Chéile, an alliance set up to counter 
the far right, the protestors came to 
take a stand against the ‘hatred and 
division’ caused by far-right rallies 
targeting refugees and to show solidarity 
with asylum-seekers. 

The demonstration took place 
as protesters against immigration 
were targeting a number of media 
organisations in the city. 

On previous occasions, many Irish 
anti-racist protestors have faced 
dangerous attacks from far-right 
thugs, with the police, Gardai Siochan, 
providing no protection. 

But times may be changing: in 
support of the protestors, the far-right 
attacks were condemned by Mary Lou 
McDonald, Sinn Féin president, and 
Paul Murphy, People Before Profit TD. 

Caroline Conroy, Green Party 
Councillor for Ballymun/Finglas and 
the Lord Mayor of Dublin, has been 
organising meetings and campaigning 
against far-right attacks in her area. 
Darragh O’Brien, the Minister for 
Housing, said that he was ‘very 
disturbed’ by protests held outside 
a hotel accommodating asylum- 
seekers in Ballymun, saying that the 
demonstrators were ‘not entitled to 
intimidate people’. e 


14-minute documentary 
about the case of Rhianan 
Rudd released on BBC 
iPlayer has led journalists 
to re-examine the chain 
of events that led to the teenager taking 
her own life in a children’s home, aged 
16 years. Her mother had referred 
her daughter to the Prevent counter- 
terrorism scheme. She had noticed 
a shift in Rhianan’s interests who 
admitted to downloading a ‘bomb- 
making manual’. Her mother said 
Rhianan was on the autistic spectrum. 

A 2021 factsheet about Prevent makes 
clear that the intervention aims to 
protect the person referred from further 
radicalisation, if the person referred is 
indeed considered to be ‘at risk from 
radicalisation’. 

A referral to the Channel panel 
occurs if it is deemed there is ‘risk 
of radicalisation’; Channel then 
implements a programme aimed at 
moving ‘vulnerable individuals away 
from violent ideologies that could 
result in harm to themselves’. Only 
if an individual begins engaging in 
actual terrorist activity does a referral 
to the Desistance and Disengagement 
Programme (DDP) take place, with the 
imperative to reduce the risk ‘to the 
UR,, ie to others, rather than just to the 
person involved. 


Charges dropped 

Rhianan’s engagement with Prevent 

at age 14 years was limited, as her case 
was escalated and she was arrested in 
October 2020 for having downloaded 
the bomb-making manual. After 6 
months on bail, she was charged in April 
2021 with being involved in ‘planning an 
attack’. By December 2021 the charges 
were drgpped. 

In May 2022, Rhianan took her own 
life in her room at the children’s home 
by hanging. She had a history of previous 
suicide attempts. Her mother had raised 
concerns repeatedly, including in the 
days before her death. Rhianan was 
found dead the following morning, 12 
hours after she had gone to bed. 

What has become clear since 
Rhianan’s death is that she was a victim 
of online grooming, including sexual 
exploitation, by a well-known US white 
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~ Lessons to learn from 
the Rhianan Rudd case 


The ease with which social media can be used to radicalise vulnerable individuals is 
shocking, say s Cathy Pound, yet there are no legal routes to curbing such activity 


supremacist, Christopher Cook. In 
addition, Dax Mallaburn, who was part 
of a US American white supremacist 
prison gang and was in contact with 
Cook, had come to the UK to be with 
Rhianan’s mother, after meeting via pen- 
pal letters as part of a prison scheme. 
While Mallaburn was in the UK, he had 
contact with Rhianan at the same time 
she was in contact with Cook online. 
The FBI passed evidence of the contact 
between Cook and Rhianan to M15. 

It appears that, far from protecting a 
14-year-old from becoming radicalised 
by offering support and pursuing the 
person who was influencing not just 
Rhianan, but doubtless many more 
‘Rhianans’ in the USA and around 
the world, the police chose to see the 
14-year-old as a perpetrator of terrorism, 
leading to headlines that she was 
the youngest girl charged with terror 
offences. The headlines reporting that 
the charges had been dropped may not 
be so seared in the public memory, with 
those subsequently reporting her suicide 
even less so. 

The statistics for 2020-2021 show 
that 25% of referrals to Prevent involved 
people at risk of ‘extreme right-wing 
radicalisation’: 21% are at risk of ‘Islamic 
radicalisation’ and the majority (51%) 
were at risk of influence from ‘mixed, 
unclear or unstable ideologies’. 

The figure for those found to be at risk 
and referred from Prevent to Channel 


Alarmed 

The teenager's 
mother referred 
her to Prevent 
after Rhianan 
admitted 
downloading a 
bomb-making 
manual 


are stark, with 46% related to ‘extreme 
right-wing radicalisation’; 30% came 
under a mixed, unclear or unstable 
ideology, 22% were linked to Islamist 
radicalisation and 2% were related to 
other radicalisation concerns. 


International reach 

The statistics make clear that far right 
players are successfully exploiting the 
international reach of social media in 
order to influence people across the 
globe, who are increasingly young and 
often vulnerable individuals. 

A teenager aged 14 from Cornwall 
was arrested after he had downloaded 
a bomb-making manual and charged 
with 12 offences. He had been aged 13 
years old at the time and had also set 
up a UK section of the neo-nazi group, 
Feuerkrieg Division. Another 13-year-old 


It seems unlikely that the companies themselves 
will choose to invest significant sums into 
monitoring online content or limiting activity 
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boy from Darlington was arrested in July 
2021 and is the youngest person to be 
convicted of terrorism. 

That social media platforms allow 
users to start private, one-to-one 
conversations in chat rooms, providing 
the opportunity to ‘groony individuals 
by developing ‘personal’ relationships 
is deeply concerning. 

Once again, the responsibility of 
these platforms to monitor content and 
activity remains limited, unless they are 
willing to allocate serious resources to 
address the issue. It seems unlikely that 
the companies themselves will choose to 
invest significant sums into monitoring 
online content or limiting activity. There 
also seems little appetite to force them to 
do so by introducing legislation, which 
will likely run into difficulties exactly 
because of the international reach of 
social media: there is no universal 
jurisdiction that covers companies 
registered in one country, but operating 
worldwide. 

In terms of addressing the actions 
of individuals in the UK at risk of 
radicalisation online, it appears that 
Prevent and Channel are not reliably 
diverting people from such activity. 
There is no single solution to counter 
the capability of the far right to exploit 
the online space, so the underlying 
issue remains: people, some as young 
as 13 years old, seem open to far right 
ideology, even to the extent that they will 
download a bomb-making manual. 

An inquest into Rhianan Rudd’s death 
is still to be carried out. = 


The Big Cases: Groomed, Radicalised Gone 
is available on BBC iPlayer for 10 months 
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Paul Sillett finds that, even though much in this new study of Tommy Robinson 
is already known, it offers some insights that still have the ability to shock 


A plastic 


Tommy: Tommy Robinson Exposed 


Nick Lowles 

Partisan Books, 2022 
ASIN: BOBLSM3TFD 
£14.99 Kindle edition 


ick Lowles, known to 

Searchlight readers as 

a former editor of the 

magazine, and now CEO of 

Hope Not Hate, has written 
authoritatively on the extreme right 
for decades. His latest work, a lengthy 
investigation into the life and activities 
of Tommy Robinson (real name Stephen 
Yaxley-Lennon) still shocks, even though 
so much is already known about this far- 
right plastic gangster. 

Lowles chronicles at length Yaxley- 
Lennon’s big lies and scams to which 
former ‘colleagues’ testify, and the 
bullying and misogyny is on an epic 
scale. He describes how Yaxley-Lennon 
has surrounded himself, from as far back 
as his English Defence League (EDL) 
days, with exploitative, drug dealing, ‘yes’ 
men, mirroring his own seedy self. 

However, what becomes clear is 
that, despite his early British National 
Party (BNP) and then EDL roots, he has 
long been influenced by middle-class 
figures such as the ‘Barbican set’ of Alan 
Lake and the odd UKIP peer. He was 
never the working-class hero he likes to 
portray himself as. 

Yaxley-Lennon has long focused on 
dangerous but unrepresentative Islamic 
fundamentalists. His influence on the 
Finsbury Park Mosque killer, Darren 
Osborne, and the respect Anders Breivik 
had for the EDL are well documented. 
Yaxley-Lennon’s lack of respect for 
the family of Lee Rigby also showed 
his disregard for grieving relatives. 
Yaxley-Lennon, however, has no 
thought-through ideology. As one now 
disgruntled ex-follower tells Lowles: ‘It’s 
all about grift for Tommy.’ 

EDL attempts to recruit Sikhs and 
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LGBT activists into its Islamophobic 
project failed, partly due to good work by 
Sikhs against the EDL. Including them in 
this part of Lowles’ narrative would have 
strengthened the work. 

Lowles makes the controversial claim 
that Yaxley-Lennon is not a fascist, but 
the violence against various targets 
echoes the Martin Webster’s tactic of 
‘kicking our way into the headlines’. It is 
reminiscent too of the early Squadistri 
in Italy. As historian Robert Paxton put 
it, to understand fascism we must ‘start 
with a strategy, not a definition’. 

Yaxley-Lennon’s popularity has never 
regained the heights of 5 years ago when 
15,000 attended a ‘Free Tommy rally, 
and a US Congressman and far-right 
politicians spoke before violence erupted. 
Attempts to ensnare Lowles and Hope 
Not Hate in a ‘Panodrama’ stunt failed, 
but Yaxley-Lennon’s base continues to 
swallow his fake news and to keep him 
in the money. His Russian connections, 
explored here, also speak volumes. 

A recent attempted comeback, cynically 
using sexual abuse survivors in Telford, 
has gone nowhere. For this, we have to 
thank survivors such as Louise Raw, who 
has spoken at Stand Up To Racism events 
locally. Such survivors, however, Lowles 
points out, then face online bile from 
Yaxley-Lennon and his followers. 


gangster 


Lowles criticises ‘much of the left’ for 
its inadequacies around sexual abuse 
and tells Yaxley-Lennon in a ‘meeting’ 
that he agrees with him on this point. 
Although there is some truth to this, 
some on the left, for instance Rotherham 
campaigners and Socialist Worker, 
which in my view comes in for misplaced 
criticism, have long worked with abuse 
survivors against the extreme right. 

A key absence from the book is 
recognition of the importance of 
anti-fascist actions that cut the ground 
from under the EDL. The EDL was not 
done for due to its ‘thuggish image and 
behaviour’, as Lowles suggests, but 
rather countless mobilisations by Unite 
against Fascism (UAF) and UAF allies, 
which led to EDL’s eventual collapse. 

Serious defeats, such as in elections 
in Walthamstow in the 2012 election 
and several in Tower Hamlets are 
not analysed. 

One extremely sinister connection 
raised by this book is evidence that an 
ex-British Army spook from the Force 
Research Unit, which stands accused 
of helping Unionist paramilitaries 
target Republicans during the Northern 
Ireland troubles, now works for 
Yaxley-Lennon. 

Lowles correctly says that the 
government’s Domestic Extremism 
Unit saw anti-fascists as a bigger threat 
than the extreme right. However, this 
may have been partly informed by some 
police forces seeing Hope Not Hate as 
‘willing partners’ and anti-fascists such 
as UAF as ‘extremist and violent’, as one 
North West police force told this author. 

This book has much merit, but 
is limited by any real sense of the 
participation of so many in undercutting 
Yaxley -Lennon in places such as South 
Yorkshire and the North-west. 

Lowles has followed the money and 
tells a compelling tale, and his book 
deserves our attention. Those wanting 
a view from the trenches, however, will 
have to look elsewhere. @ 
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rade unions have been in the 

firing line of both politicians 

and the media, with the 

current government passing 

The Strikes (Minimum 
Service Levels) Bill on 30 January, days 
ahead of 1 February, a day that saw 
500,000 workers, including teachers, 
university workers, civil service, rail and 
bus workers, take strike action. 

The media reports that workers, such 
as nurses and ambulance drivers, are 
‘walking out’. But, far from going on 
strikes at a moment’s notice, unions have 
to conform to rigorous regulations before 
any action is considered legitimate, which 
includes providing advance warning of 
any action. 

Trade unions, however, report that 
they are receiving a positive public 
response. Media interviews with union 
leaders have also been more numerous 
due to this intense period of strike action, 
enabling trade unions to put their side 
of how pay negotiations and bargaining 
take place. Notably, some of RMT general 
secretary Mick Lynch’s interviews have 
gone viral, as he outwitted those who 
literally parroted the arguments of the 
train companies, having done no research 
into the background of the dispute. 

Trade unions will face even harsher 
restrictions under the latest legislation. 
The fact that the government is taking on 
the trade unions in what many see as an 
ideological battle, not just a financial one, 
is exactly because it sees the trade union 
movement as a threat. 

Trade unions may be able to secure 
not simply better pay and conditions for 
workers, but also gain public confidence: 
far from just bringing the country to a 
standstill on strike days, they are fighting 
for a fairer deal for all working people 
during the cost of living crisis. 

It was in this climate that the TUC and 
Stand Up to Racism held their annual 
‘Fighting for anti-racist workplaces’ 
conference on 4 February in London and 
online, allowing many across the UK to 
join. Speaker after speaker mentioned 
that the picket lines of 1 February had 
been the most diverse they had ever seen. 

Riz Hussain, TUC Social Media Officer, 
gave an update on the TUC Race Task 
Force, which has seen the Congress set up 
an Implementation and Oversight Group 
that will run for 5 years. Riz reported that 
all affiliated unions had signed up to the 
Anti-Racism Manifesto and Action Plan 
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Together, we can 
defeat the far right 


Cathy Pound reports on the issues highlighted at the annual 
TUC/Stand Up to Racism anti-racist workplace conference 


that had come out of the Task Force. He 
called for regions to replicate initiatives 
such as the South West TUC Black Talent 
Programme run in April 2022. 

ASLEF general secretary Mick Whelan 
spoke forcefully about attempts to 
change attitudes in his union, which 
has a predominantly male membership, 
and whose BAME workers tend to 
work as guards or in ticket offices, 
rather than as drivers. ASLEF had now 
overhauled its policies and NEC, so 
most of the recommendations coming to 
conference from its BAME and Women’s 
committees are now being passed and 
implemented. 

In the session on halting the rise of the 
far right, Ash Silverstone of Shropshire 
and Telford Trades Council highlighted 
the crucial role of the trade union 
movement in countering the divisions 
that far-right groups try to create in 
our communities, using its organising 
ability to mobilise members and use its 
networks. The trades council had helped 


build numbers to ensure anti-fascists are 
never outnumbered, as happened during 
Tommy Robinson’s first visit to Telford. 
Historically, trade unions have been 
among the first to take a stand against 
fascism, a tradition that continues today. 

The trade union movement is far 
from being at its strongest in terms 
of numbers. Although membership 
has been growing in recent years, UK 
memberships remains at about half the 
13.1 million level of the 1980s. 

In its power to bring people together 
on the picket line and in fighting all forms 
of inequality, discrimination, racism 
and fascism, the trade union movement 
remains a unifying force, placing it within 
the firing line of the current Conservative 
administration. While obviously not all 
trade union members are anti-racists 
or anti-fascists, it is probably true to say 
that most anti-racists and anti-fascists 
will stand by the trade unions in their 
struggle, knowing that the unions 
continue to stand with them. @ 
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gang comes 
out of hiding 


Andy Bell describes how a dramatic arrest in 


London forced a fugitive fascist cell to break cover 


orty years ago in January, 

Bow St Magistrates’ Court 

in London witnessed the 

audacious reappearance of 

the wanted Italian neo-fascist 
terror cell that had found safe shelter in 
London. Some of its key members turned 
out to support one of their comrades 
accused of murder and bank robbery and 
facing extradition back to Italy. 

On 24 January 1983, police from 
the Metropolitan Police Anti-Terrorist 
Squad, lying in wait in a quiet, affluent 
street in Chelsea, ambushed and 
arrested an Italian, Luciano Petrone, 
who was staying at a flat nearby. 

The police were acting on a request 
from their Italian counterparts who 
wanted Petrone for the murder of two 
police officers in Rome several months 
earlier. He was also wanted by Spanish 
police for his part in a £10 million raid 
on the safe deposit vaults of the Banco 
de Andalusia in Marbella on Christmas 
Eve. Other known Italian right-wingers 
had been caught on CCTV during the 
raid and subsequently arrested in Rome. 
One of them had then given up Petrone, 
telling police that he was in London. 


Bologna bombing 

Almost exactly one year earlier a group 
of fugitive Italian fascists, also wanted on 
terrorism charges, had faced extradition 
in the same court after fleeing to London 
in 1980 in the face of the huge police 
investigation into the fascist bombing of 
Bologna railway station, carried out by 
their comrades. The extradition requests 
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from the Italian authorities were turned 
down, however, because the court 
decided that a sufficiently prima facie 
case had not been established. 

The gang, the most prominent of 
whom were Roberto Fiore and Massimo 
Morsello, went on to live in the UK for 
many years, avoiding prison sentences 
passed on them in absentia in Italy. 
Eventually, Fiore and Morsello, when 
the sentences expired and after they 
had become extremely rich running 
dodgy accommodation and employment 
agencies, returned to Italy to establish 
a new political party, Forza Nuova, led 
by Fiore to this day. 

In Marbella, Petrone had met a 
wealthy young English woman, Imogen 
Lucas-Box, and it was at her flat in 
Chelsea that he had been staying when 
he was arrested. 

Lucas-Box, it seemed, was quite 
smitten with her fascist fugitive (though 
she denied knowing anything of his 


Clockwise, from 
top left: Luciano 
Petrone, Massimo 
Marsello, Amadeo 
de Francisci and 
Marinella Rita. 
Below: Imogen 
Lucas-Box, 
accompanied 

by Morsello (far 
right) and Rita, 
hastily leave Bow 
Street Magistrates’ 
Court. Francisci 
can be seen 
behind them, in a 
scuffle with press 
photographers 


activities) and turned up at court when 
he appeared a few days after his arrest 
to be remanded. When she emerged 
from court there were, the press 
reported, ‘scuffles’ between reporters 
and unknown young Italians who 
shepherded her away. 


Extradited 

Well, they were not unknown to 
Searchlight. We identified them as 
Morsello, Marinella Rita and Amadeo 
de Francisci. The first two bodyguarded 
Lucas-Box, while De Francisci harassed 
the press photographers. All three 

had faced extradition themselves the 
previous year on terrorism and weapons 
charges. Reporters who went to Lucas- 
Box’s flat later that day reported that 
Morsello seemed to be very much in 
charge of proceedings. 

In this case, the Italian authorities 
presented a rather better case and 
Petrone was ordered to be extradited to 
Italy, where he was later convicted of the 
murder of the two policemen. 

Rita went on to marry Morsello, 
who died of cancer in 2001. Fiore, now 
one of Italy's most prominent far-right 
politicians, did not appear at court to 
support Petrone but he was clearly 
involved in the case: he subsequently 
fathered a child with Lucas-Box’s 
nanny. Fatherhood is a not uncommon 
event in Fiore’s life: to date, he has 11 
children, although it is not clear whether 
the number includes this child, whom 
he went to considerable lengths to 
keep secret. e 
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